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Dear Members,
 
We are delighted to present the 2020-24 edition of The Globe, a review of these 5 years at the Royal Geographical Society – Hong Kong. From 2020
to 2022, the RGS-HK much of the programme was operated by Zoom, and since then the Society has moved back to in-person events, with a
selection of themes from geography, history, Asian affairs and the environment.
 
RGS - HK hosted 87 events in 2020-2021, 96 events in 2021-2022 and 68 events in 2022-23, 116 events in 2023-24 and 125 events in 2024-25,
including a wide assortment of talks by distinguished guests, from academics to adventurers, photographers to authors. 

These included talks given by explorer Benedict Allen, who discussed his extraordinary sledge expedition through the Russian Far East. Members
were also able to take part in a variety of special events, such as VR experiences, transporting people to see the Northern Lights and Lake Baikal,
the Celebration of our Silver Jubilee, and a number of museum visits, amongst others. 

We were thrilled to see fantastic turnouts at all of our dinners over the past five years. Our Quiz Dinners have been witty and entertaining evenings,
with teams competing against each other to win prizes. The Gala Dinners and Annual Dinners have been memorable evenings when we have invited
distinguished speakers to talk to our members and guests.

RGS-HK also offered a series of spectacular field trips to places of geographical interest. For instance, members had the opportunity to take part in
an array of boat trips to the Nine Pin Islands and Tung Ping Chau, trips to Hakka Villages and the urban “ghetto” of Chungking Mansions, amongst
others. 

Following our previous years’ successes, the School Outreach Programme continued to be successful right through the five years, giving students
from local and international schools an opportunity through Zoom or in-person lectures to listen and learn from an array of speakers and interest
them in the themes covered during the talks. 

RGS - HK is delighted with the results of our Young Geographer of the Year (YGOTY) Competition, which reached new levels of success in the
most recent edition.  Launched in the 2020-2021 calendar year, the competition saw more than 400 entries by Hong Kong students, which increased
to more than 520 entries from 400 students in both local and international institutions for the 2023-24 competition.  It is fantastic to see the
dedication and engagement the Hong Kong students have for the competition.  

In this edition of The Globe, we are thrilled to publish an interview with Benedict Allen - a renowned expeditioner, famed particularly for his
contact with previously uncontacted indigenous tribes in the Amazon and Papua New Guinea. He details his expeditions as well as his thoughts on
the definition of “explore”.

Lastly, I would like to personally thank all of our members for their loyalty during these five years. We very much hope you continue to enjoy our
events going forward. 

James Riley
Chairman



In Conversation with Benedict Allen

Benedict Allen has been an explorer for more than 30 years, conquering almost every environment and
terrain, as one of the globe’s most renowned expeditioners. He is also a well-known author, television
presenter, filmmaker and public speaker. On his expeditions, he is famed for travelling with no support,
phones or GPS. In this edition of The Globe, we are delighted to have a conversation with Benedict
Allen, about his famous expeditions.
 
Q : What were the early - even childhood - influences and experiences that set you on the road to exploration? 
My father was a test pilot, and I used to watch him fly over our back garden as a little boy. One day he dipped the
wing of a plane – it was a Vulcan Bomber – as a way of saying hello. I still remember the excitement – I was
probably aged four or less. I think having a pioneer as a father made all the difference. It made it seem possible to do
something a little bit different. We didn’t have very much money, but I thought to myself I too could push my limits,
be some sort of explorer. By the age of ten I announced my decision to my parents. My mother was appalled – it was
bad enough for her having to worry about my dad. Now I was going to follow suit! But I was a dreamer, a romantic,
as well as mission-oriented like my dad. So I did my journeys in my own way, off to far corners of the world. 

Q : Everest remains a powerful symbol of exploration, in the sense of personal exploration at least. Were you ever
drawn to it?
It’s perhaps the purest of ‘absolutes’, being the highest mountain. Is that sort of challenge interesting to you or is it
too number-obsessed? I have never had an interest in Everest. I have an interest in mountaineers, or some of them,
because I share at least some of their desire to push themselves, to reach into the unknown. But why today would
someone climb Everest? It is not the most difficult place to climb or reach. Sadly, the name of “Everest” carries
kudos; ascending it is about bragging rights. It sounds good – impresses people. I’m more interested in a little old
lady who has pushed herself to the limit in climbing a local hill. She has done it for herself. She needs no-one to
applaud her. 
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Q : Antarctica is probably the largest blank on the map. Was that ever a draw, especially given the rich British
heritage of explorers there? 
Again, the place holds little interest. Walking to the South Pole is not exploration, although it may well be an
astounding athletic feat. The land itself of course enchants me – but very early on I decided to learn about the world
through indigenous people – who see places like the Amazon, or Arctic, or Borneo, as their home. It is a resource,
not a threat. And as the Antarctic has no indigenous people, I quickly specialised in places elsewhere. 

Q : Scott is seen as the quintessential British explorer, having failed in his original aim. Do you subscribe to this
point of view? Is Shackleton more worthy for his inspirational leadership, though he too failed in his aim? 
That Scott failed is a common mis-conception. Yes, he failed to reach the South Pole first – but this was a much
wider act of exploration. He conducted a two-year scientific research project – the results of which are still of use
(e.g. in climate change studies) – even today. His rival Amundsen was a lesser explorer, in this sense. Shackleton
was a very great leader, and a great example to anyone who seeks to persevere against the odds. He is a clearer
example of who to lead in adversity – for example, not asking anyone to do anything he would not do himself. But
even Shackleton, maintaining the health and morale of his crew, and ultimately helping them on the Antarctic ice,
and then Elephant Island, could not match Scott’s beautiful prose as he lay in his tent surviving. It’s almost
unbearably brave and moving stuff. 

In Conversation with Benedict Allen
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Q : Papua seems to have been something of a proving ground for explorers in recent decades. What are the
factors that drew you there and why does it remain such a draw?
I had almost died on my first major expedition, a crossing of the NE Amazon by foot and dugout canoe. I think I
wanted to understand why I hadn’t died out there – firstly having been attacked by two gold miners with knives, and
losing my possessions as I escaped. Then walking for week after week through the forest alone, until I reached the
outside world. I ended up in Papua New Guinea undergoing a brutal initiation ceremony – designed to make initiates
“a man as strong as a crocodile.” We were permanently scarred on our chests and backs with marks resembling a
crocodile, and also beaten every day for six weeks.



Q : Given your connection with indigenous peoples, how do you feel about the history of ‘exploration’ in places
already inhabited? 
I caused a stir early in my career by stating that “the lifeblood of exploration is imperialism”. What I meant was not
simply that Columbus and so on went in order to secure terrain for themselves or country, but that there is a desire –
historically it seems to be stronger in men than women! - to improvise. Even the well-meaning scientist is projecting
a rationalising view of the world which is probably alien to local culture – where there might be a value in, say,
accepting rather than questioning. That said, a spirit of inquiry is what we all have, as humans, and we cannot –
indeed must not – stop that. We must also remember that indigenous cultures can be imperialistic – the bantu-
speaking peoples from Southern Africa who pushed out the “Bushman” in Southern Africa, and so forth. We must
all just try to listen and learn, and not plant flags and celebrate conquering nature and claiming “firsts.” That might
be a start!

In Conversation with Benedict Allen
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Q : Did you get the crocodile scars as some sort of test of bravery or was there more to it? 
At the time I was 24, and didn’t think my motivation through – other than that I should do whatever it took to
understand the world of the indigenous people, who understood their world, their forest, far better than I ever could. I
was well aware that the history of exploration has been very much associated with imperialism, and wanted to do it
the local way, instead.

Q : There’s plenty of TV now being made about people going to challenging places to supposedly get to know the
hardships of tribal life. What do you think of this?
It’s a type of exotic entertainment, and rarely do the indigenous people come across as being ordinary people, like
us: it’s all about the exoticism of their lives, the exciting rituals that make them seem different to us. It’s true I have
filmed myself alone with remote people – in fact I pioneered the genre! – but I lived with communities for months on
end, usually went alone, and was fortunate in making TV programmes in an era when TV ratings were not valued so
much. Twenty-five years ago it was exciting enough to see someone alone with a remote culture; it wasn’t necessary
to bring in a TV crew, and make things “happen” to the luckless, and usually fairly ignorant, TV presenter.



Q : You have done many talks today.What satisfaction do you get from them?
Part of the job of being an “explorer” is that you impart fresh information. Otherwise you are a tourist. But for me
personally it’s immensely rewarding. I travel alone, generally, and experience wonderful things. And sometimes
dreadful things! But suddenly, facing an audience, I have a chance to share that experience. It’s a vital part of what I
do – and also important that I’m questioned, that I must justify what I do. It’s also very rewarding to hear other
peoples’ experiences – be reminded that we are all explorers.

Q : Some think that most things worth discovering have been discovered. What’s your take on that? What
ambitions do you have left - in exploration or outside of it?  
The great land journeys – the relevant ones – have now been done. But we as humans remain woefully ignorant of
our planet. There’s so much we need to explore – even the lives of insects in our back garden. As for me: I’m just
back from the Amazon – visiting remote people who were incredibly kind to me a generation ago. I managed to lose
12 kilograms in a month, but the forest and old friends were well! This is my present task, revisiting people whose
lives and lands I once knew, and seeing how they are doing in the 21st Century. 

Q : If you could have met any explorer from a previous age, who would it be and why? 
Captain James Cook. He was a navigator of genius, but more impressive than his sea journeys to me, as I grew up,
were tales of his encounters with indigenous people. Captain Cook was a man of the Enlightenment, and very much
saw the “locals” not as primitive, back-ward or Stone Age, but as people. I always remember how one Maori warrior
greeted him in the surf with a war cry and raised spear – but Cook simply extended his arms and hugged him. I was
so touched by that act, reading about it as a child – and suspect the Maori was, too!

“We are all explorers,” Benedict Allen once said. An innocuous and feel-good statement superficially but one that
carries far more depth with further thinking. We may not be explorers like Benedict Allen to visit Amazon or to climb
Everest. Nonetheless, everyone can be an explorer who steps out of their comfort zone. It’s a choice to challenge
new boundaries and to cultivate an indomitable spirit. 

In Conversation with Benedict Allen
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Events in 2020

Professor Peter Clift's talk explored
10,000 years of Asian history,
highlighting the Asian monsoon's
impact on South and East Asia's rainfall
and human adaptations to climate
changes.

7 May 2020

Professor Peter Clift
Great Rivers and the History of Society in Asia

Emma Cary shared her extraordinary
23,000 km tandem bike journey from
Canada to Chile, highlighting
environmental contrasts, wildlife
conservation across 18 countries, and
the immense preparation for 264,252
meters of elevation gain.

20 May 2020

Emma Cary
23,000 km from Canada to Chile: Defining
adventure from behind a mask  

Professor Joe Smith, Director of the
Royal Geographical Society, discussed
the past, present, and future of
environmental ideas, expressing
optimism about humanity's impact and
the potential for a more sustainable
planet.

26 May 2020

Professor Joe Smith 
No Place like Home: Our Best Century yet?

3 June 2020 Paul French, a well-known Chinese
historian and author, recounted true
stories of brave resistance in Macau
during World War II, including the
experiences of Jewish refugees who
fled from Shanghai.

Paul French 
Strangers on the Praia: Macau in World War II

Wong How Man and Astor Wong's
talk, accompanied by the film “Getting
Closer to the Batak Tribe,” highlighted
the cultural and physical threats facing
the Batak, an indigenous group in
Palawan, due to intermixing, market
economy encroachment, and the shift
from a subsistence lifestyle.

8 June 2020

Wong How Man & Astor Wong
Batak Jungle Tribe of Palawan

The RGS-HK welcomed Professor
Peter Clift back to lead a hike on the
Nine Pin Islands, where he explained
their volcanic formation and introduced
the hexagonal rock columns, followed
by a scenic picnic lunch.

20 June 2020

Professor Peter Clift
Field Trip: Speed Boat Trip and Geological
Hike on Nine Pin Islands

Dr Liu Ying Ying
A Voice for the Wild
20 June 2020 This web talk is given by Dr Liu Ying

Ying who uses music to advocate for
endangered wildlife, blending human
voices with natural sounds to show the
interconnectedness of humans and
wildlife and inspire coexistence.

The RGS-HK welcomed Dr Smriti
Safaya back to lead a field trip to Tung
Ping Chau, where members explored 60-
million-year-old sedimentary rock,
observed coastal erosion and distinctive
landforms, and learned about rural
depopulation in this remote island.

Dr Smriti Safaya
Boat Field trip to Tung Ping Chau : HK’s
Stunning Remote Island
27 June 2020

Author and photographer John Lander
showcased over 80 full-colour
photographs, highlighting Japan's
diverse and ancient culture, from iconic
sites like Mt. Fuji to hidden temples and
remote islands, while also exploring
intangible world heritage elements,
including Japanese cuisine, crafts, and
performing arts.

John Lander
World Heritage Japan : The Glories of an
Archipelago
29 June 2020

The RGS-HK offered two tours to Hoi
Ha Wan Marine Park, where members
explored marine resources through an
interactive workshop on ocean ecology
and enjoyed an eco-guided glass-bottom
boat tour, viewing the area's rich marine
life and clear waters.

WWF Guides
Field Trip : Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park Tour
plus Glass Bottomed Boat Excursion 
4, 8 July 2020

The walking tour of Aberdeen, once a
thriving fishing village now a busy
district on Hong Kong Island, took
members through historical sites
including the floating village, Jumbo
restaurant, Tanka people, Hung Shing
Temple, and a former red brick police
station, ending with a seafood meal at a
private fish market.

The Warehouse Teenage Club
Field Trip: Walking tour of Aberdeen including
Seafood Lunch  
11 July 2020
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Events in 2020

Faraz Shibli's visually stunning
presentation detailed his journey as the
youngest Briton to cross the Gobi
Desert on foot, covering 1,600 km
through Mongolia and sharing insights
from his UN lawyer experience in Ulan
Bator.

Faraz Shibli
Crossing the Land of the Nomads: A Journey
through Mongolia
19 August 2020

Dr Florian Knothe's virtual
photographic tour showcased early
20th-century Canton and Hong Kong,
highlighting bustling merchant towns, a
culturally mixed society, and lush
landscapes from the unpublished diary
of naval doctor Dezso Bozoky.

Dr Florian Knothe
A Glimpse of 1900s Canton and Hong Kong:
Dezso Bozoky’s Photography of South China
25 August 2020

Lynn Paterson shared her thrilling story
of completing a solo 5,800-kilometer
circumnavigation of New Zealand by
sea kayak, involving 3 million paddle
strokes over 180 days and showcasing
the stunning coastline and wildlife.

Lynn Paterson 
The first Kayak Circumnavigation of New
Zealand: 3 million paddle strokes over 180 days
3 September 2020

Carolyn Steel
Sitopia: How Food Can Save the World
30 July 2020 Carolyn Steel's vision of ‘sitopia’

explored how food influences lives,
including habits, homes, politics,
economics, and cities, and highlighted
how food production exacerbates global
issues like pollution, disease, and
climate change.

Paul Zimmerman 
Rediscovering a Coastal Trail for HK Island
8 September 2020 Paul Zimmerman demonstrated how

rediscovering and reinstating lost trails
can enhance Hong Kong Island’s
network of urban and countryside
paths, advocating for a ‘Hong Kong
Island Coastal Trail’ to improve
waterfront walkability and foster a
water-friendly culture.

Professor Rana Mitter explored how
China’s public reassessment of its role in
World War II has fuelled both a
newfound confidence abroad and rising
nationalism at home, reshaping
collective memory of the war.

Professor Rana Mitter, OBE
China’s Good War
16 September 2020

Lord Ashcroft discussed the South
African captive-bred lion industry,
detailing pre-organised lion hunting, the
lion bone trade, and his recent
undercover investigation, while
advocating for a government ban on the
industry.

Lord Michael Ashcroft, KCMG
Unfair Game
22 September 2020

Gareth Fuller, a British artist and
explorer, shared his journey of walking
over 1,350 kilometres around Beijing
to hand-draw an extraordinary map for
his ‘Purposeful Wandering’ collection,
discussing the challenges and mishaps
of mapping such a vast city.

Gareth Fuller
Walking the Lines of Beijing: An Artist’s 1,350
km Walk around Beijing
29 September 2020

Dr Tony Brooks
How to Quit your Day Job and Cycle across Asia
7 October 2020 RGS-HK welcomed Dr Tony Brooks,

an economist and avid cyclist, who
spoke about his 18-month cycling
journey from London to Alaska,
detailing his route through Asia and
challenges like crashes and bike repairs
with a sledgehammer.

Mark Evans recounted his 49-day re-
enactment of the first crossing of the
Rub Al Khali desert in 2015, covering
1,300 km on foot and by camel, and
reflected on Bertram Thomas’s
pioneering journey 90 years earlier.

Mark Evans
Crossing the Empty Quarter of Arabia by Camel
13 October 2020

Herald van der Linde explored Jakarta’s
complex history, ethnic diversity, and
cultural significance, highlighting its
mix of Indonesians, Chinese, Indians,
Arabs, and Europeans, and concluded
with solutions to the city’s current
challenges.

Herald van der Linde
Jakarta: History of a Misunderstood City
29 October 2020
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Events in 2020

Dr Paula Kahumbu, a leading
conservationist, discussed her
documentary ‘Africans for Africans,’
outlining her ambitious plan to reshape
African attitudes and behaviours
towards wildlife to ensure its future.

Dr Paula Kahumbu
Securing the Future of Africa’s Wildlife by
Transforming Attitudes in Africa
3 November 2020

Dr Jason Ali
The Amazing Animals of the Galapagos: How
Did they Get There?
11 November 2020 Dr Jason Ali, from the University of

Hong Kong's Department of Earth
Sciences, detailed how integrating
DNA sequencing with geo-physical
controls confirmed Darwin's theory of
Natural Selection in Galapagos land-
locked reptiles and mammals.

On 10 October 2013, Thor Pedersen
embarked on a historic journey to visit
every country in the world without
flying. In his talk, he discussed the
planning of this multi-year project and
shared unique adventures, such as
enduring giant waves on a container
ship during ocean crossings.

Thor Pedersen
A Modern Viking’s Adventure: One planet |
One journey | Every country | No flights
17 November 2020

Terry Dhillon led an excursion to Hong
Kong UNESCO Geopark, highlighting
the hexagonal volcanic rock columns of
the Ung Kong Group, sea arches, and
sea caves at Jin Island, while members
enjoyed a catered lunch under the
autumn sun.

Terry Dhillon
Boat Field Trip around the HK UNESCO
Geopark with an onboard lunch
22 November 2020

World-renowned wildlife photographer
Amos Nachoum shared his quest to
photograph a Polar Bear underwater in
the Canadian Arctic through a
breathtaking documentary, revealing a
story of dedication, sacrifice, and
personal redemption.

Amos Nachoun
Picture of His Life 
22 November 2020

Sophie Cairns, a former SCMP
journalist, recounted her exhilarating
journey climbing the highest volcano
on each continent in four months, from
Antarctica's cold to Papua New
Guinea's jungles, in her talk on the
Seven Volcanic Summits.

Sophie Cairns
Climbing the Seven Volcanic Summits: A
Hongkonger’s 6-month Odyssey
24 November 2020

Professor Jed Kaplan led a boat
excursion along Hong Kong’s
northeastern coast, showcasing Jurassic
sediments, ancient volcanic activities,
and 360-million-year-old rocks, before
exploring Ap Chau's breccia formations
and Kat O's rugged coastline and sea
caves.

Professor Jed Kaplan
Boat Field Trip along the Tolo Channel and the
North East New Territories with an onboard
lunch 
28 November 2020

Dr Robin Hanbury-Tenison argued that
by examining the collapse of previous
civilizations, particularly through the
lenses of the “White Horse of
Pestilence,” “Red Horse of War,”
“Black Horse of Famine,” and “Pale
Horse,” we can find ways to address
today’s major threats like climate crises
and disease outbreaks.

2 December 2020

Dr Robin Hanbury-Tenison 
Taming the Four Horsemen

Mark O’Neill
China’s Russian Princess
10 December 2020

Mark O’Neill returned to share the
extraordinary story of China’s Russian
Princess, the “Silent Wife” of Chiang
Ching-kuo. He detailed her remarkable
adaptation to life in China’s First
Family and Taiwan under martial law,
showcasing her strength and
determination.

Mike Chinoy
“The Troubles” of Northern Ireland 1969-98:
From Protest to Justice

15 December 2020 Mike Chinoy, an award-winning
journalist, discussed Northern Ireland’s
“Troubles” through the lens of a leading
human rights lawyer, covering issues
from press freedom to terrorism and
minority rights.
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Events in 2020-21

RGS-HK welcomed Paul Niel, who
shared his personal journey of
climbing, from the Seven Summits to
triumphs on Everest and Lhotse, as he
pursued the final frontier of unexplored
and unclimbed peaks.

Paul Niel
The Quest for a Virgin Summit: Exploring the
Final Frontier
21 December 2020

Jack Randall, zoologist and filmmaker,
shared thrilling tales from his research
on anacondas in the Amazon and deadly
wildlife in the Australian Outback,
reflecting on his field biology career
and efforts to spotlight every species.

Jack Randall
Made in the Wild
6 January 2021

Ranger James Mwenda, via live feed
from the African bush, detailed his
efforts to save Northern White Rhinos,
now considered extinct in the wild due
to poaching and civil war, sharing the
practical the and emotional challenges
of their care.

James Mwenda & Eva Kimani
Northern White Rhinos: Staring Extinction in
the Eyes
14 January 2021

Matt Friedman, an expert on human
trafficking, discussed the current issue
of over 40 million people in modern-
day slavery, exploring the evolving
paradigm of human trafficking and how
individuals can take action to address
the problem.

Matt Friedman
Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking: Reasons
for Hope in Present Times
21 January 2021

British adventurer Adrian Hayes shared
his achievements on Everest, K2, the
Poles, and in the Arabian Desert,
linking them to his role as a
sustainability ambassador. He also
delivered a provocative presentation on
the realities and misconceptions of
climate change.

Adrian Hayes
From North to South Poles: Climate Change
versus Sustainability 
26 January 2021

Underwater photographer Simon
Lorenz, based in Hong Kong, used his
award-winning photos—taken just
centimeters from sharks—to illustrate
their unique biology and explain why
diving with them is not as dangerous as
often perceived.

Simon Lorenz
Sharks - Up Close and Personal 
4 February 2021

Denis Mutugi & Eva Kimani
Walking with Chimpanzees
8 February 2021

Ranger Denis Mutugi led a live feed
from the African bush, showing RGS
members efforts to conserve rescued
chimpanzees, introducing them to
individual chimps and sharing how
their behaviours inspire solutions for
global challenges.

Charlie Walker 
Crossing the Congo by Canoe: the Heart of
Darkness?
18 February 2021 British adventurer Charlie Walker

recounted his three-month journey
crossing the Democratic Republic of
the Congo from Lubumbashi to
Kinshasa by bicycle, including a
month-long descent of the Lulua River
by canoe, navigating rapids, crocodiles,
and hippos, while providing insights
into the country's troubled past and
complex present.

David Saddington discussed the
upcoming climate conference and
emphasized that it represents the last
best chance to prevent a climate
catastrophe, stressing the need for
global collaboration to rapidly change
energy use, six years after the Paris
Agreement set temperature targets.

David Saddington 
Good COP, bad COP? : What does success at
the COP26 Glasgow climate conference look
like? 
25 February 2021

Paul French, a renowned Chinese
historian, brought the vibrant,
multifaceted world of early 20th-
century Peking to life in his book
Destination Peking, depicting it as a
dynamic city teeming with Bolsheviks,
Nazis, artists, and colourful characters.

Paul French 
Destination Peking - Revisiting the City
2 March 2021
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Events in 2021

Sveva Gallmann and Nigel Adams
introduced the Mukutan Conservancy,
Kenya’s last great wilderness,
highlighting its unique geology, botany,
biodiversity, and endemic species.
They also shared the challenges of
frontline conservation, including threats
from armed militia and poachers.

Sveca Gallmann & Nigel Adams
Protecting one of the Great Wildernesses: on the
edge of Kenya’s Great Rift Valley
11 March 2021

Sailor and bestselling author John
Kretschmer shared tales from his ocean
voyages, including a record-breaking
trip from New York to San Francisco
via Cape Horn. He reflected on his
400,000 miles at sea, lessons learned,
and adventures from the Atlantic to the
Caribbean.

John Kretschmer 
Three Waves and a Great Circle: The Chronicle
of a Sailing Life
16 March 2021

Ka-sing Yu
Public Participation in Architectural
Conservation in Hong Kong
24 March 2021 Ka-sing Yu, an architect and

conservationist, discussed the rising
focus on built heritage and
"Conservation" in architectural
education, using the partial demolition
of the Bishop Hill Underground Water
Tank and the Star Ferry as examples to
highlight the crucial role of public
involvement in Hong Kong’s
architectural conservation progress.

Sammy Mbogo & Eva Kimani
Special Event : Virtual Safari at Laikipia, Kenya
31 March 2021 Sammy Mbogo, an experienced guide

from Ol Pejeta, led a virtual safari game
drive showcasing East Africa’s wildlife,
featuring close encounters with
elephants, lions, buffaloes, and various
great plains herbivores, alongside co-
ranger Eva Kimani.

Hing Chao provided a private tour of
his exhibition, Way of the Sword:
Warrior Traditions in China and Italy,
showcasing antique bronze and iron
swords, polearms, and historical
manuscripts from the 15th-16th
centuries, offering insights into the
martial cultures of China and Italy
from the Classical to Early Modern
periods.

Hing Chao
Gallery Tour at Tai Kwun: “Way of the Sword:
Warrior Traditions in China and Italy"
2 April 2021

David Fox-Pitt, adventurer and
motivational speaker, recounted his
950-mile journey on a Penny Farthing
bicycle from Land’s End to John
O’Groats, detailing the challenges of
water shortages, injuries, and
unpredictable weather, and how he
overcame them.

David Fox-Pitt
Land’s End to John O’ Groats Challenge on a
Penny Farthing bicycle
7 April 2021

KC Cheng & Rose Chung
Virtual Tour at Kadoorie Farm and Botanic
Garden

Dr Bob Maxwell
Skiing to the South Pole: Following Amundsen's
route up the Axel Heiberg Glacier

28 April 2021

13 April 2021
The speakers led a virtual tour of
Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden,
showcasing their fauna and flora
conservation efforts in Hong Kong.
Camera trap photos and footage from
their wildlife survey revealed the
hidden world of Hong Kong’s native
animals.

 20 April 2021 Dr Bob Maxwell, who has climbed the
highest mountains on every continent,
presented his 35-day, 650 km ski
expedition to the South Pole, retracing
Roald Amundsen’s route. He detailed
his extensive preparations, including
fitness, equipment, and transport
logistics, and touched on his 2017
expedition on the Ronne Ice Shelf.

Neil Laughton
Adventures in a Flying Car

Neil Laughton shared his remarkable
journey of building and piloting the
world’s first road-legal, bio-fuelled
flying car on a 5,800 km trip from
London to Timbuktu, detailing
challenges from -30°C wind chills,
50°C heat, and threats from militants in
Mauritania.

Members attended an exhibition led by
photographer Edward Stokes, featuring
50 framed photos by Marjorie Doggett
in Singapore and Lee Fook Chee in
Hong Kong from the 1950s. The exhibit
highlighted the similarities and contrasts
between the two cities during a
transformative decade.

Edward Stokes
Photo Exhibition Tour: Photographs from the
1950s: Marjorie Doggett's Singapore & Lee
Fook Chee's Hong Kong
29 April 2021
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WWF Guides 
Field Trip to Mai Po
1, 8, 15 May 2021

Bruce Connolly
Beyond the Clouds: A Journey through
Northwestern Yunnan

Events in 2021

RGS-HK offered three guided tours of
Mai Po Marshes; a Ramsar-listed
wetland reserve managed by WWF in
the North-west New Territories.
Members observed thousands of
migratory birds, explored Deep Bay's
wildlife, and walked through fishponds.

10 May 2021 Photographer Bruce Connolly shared
his early 1990s journey to
Northwestern Yunnan, exploring the
‘tea horse trail’ to Tibet, and
highlighted the stark contrasts between
Lijiang’s isolated landscape and
modern China.

Global nomad Ryan Pyle, known for
his TV shows Extreme Treks (BBC)
and Expedition Asia (Discovery),
shared his extraordinary life story and
career challenges amid the Covid era,
after travelling the globe for 300 days
a year.

Ryan Pyle
Travel in a Time of Covid
12 May 2021

RGS-HK offered a tour of Hoi Ha Wan
Marine Park, featuring an eco-guided
boat trip with a glass bottom, allowing
members to view diverse marine life
and participate in an interactive
workshop on ocean ecology, marine
protected areas, and plankton.

WWF Guides
Field Trip: Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park Tour plus
Glass Bottomed Boat Excursion
 20 May 2021

Cameron Dueck
A 45,000km Motorbike Odyssey across the
Americas in search of the Mennonites

Stanley Shea
Field Trip: Walled Hakka Village

25 May 2021

Dr Bryce Stewart
Ocean Optimism: However, is there Really
Hope for the Oceans?

17 June 2021

 20 May 2021
Cameron Dueck shared his 45,000 km
motorcycle journey across the
Americas to explore the Mennonite
diaspora, detailing how land and
geography shaped their migration story
and the history of his own family.

Lai Chi Wo, a 17th-century Hakka
village in the north-east New
Territories. The tour covered the
Hakka people's 400-year history and
current challenges, with members
enjoying a traditional Hakka lunch and
locally grown produce.

25 May & 4, 11 June & 9 July 2021

Dr Shivani Bhalla
A Cheetah, a Journey and a Team: Securing a
Future for Lions in Northern Kenya

Dr Shivani Bhalla discussed her
conservation work with Kenya's lions
and large carnivores, highlighting the
decline in lion populations and her
pioneering co-existence methods
through her organization, Ewaso Lions.

3 June 2021 Dr Bryce Stewart highlighted
successful ocean conservation stories
from his research and others,
contrasting these with exaggerated
threats from media, and emphasized
creating realistic solutions for ocean
challenges.

Shivaji Das
The ‘Other’ Shangri-La

Shivaji Das shared his journey through
western Sichuan's Sino-Tibetan
frontier, exploring its natural landscape,
history, and culture. Highlights
included Litang, the world’s highest
town, and Larung, the largest
monastery and highest slum.

Timothy Peirson-Smith
Field Trip: Conservation and Heritage tour of
the Hong Kong Golf Club followed by tea at the
Club House
20 June 2021 RGS-HK hosted a guided tour of the

Old Fanling Golf Course, led by
Timothy Peirson-Smith. Built in 1911,
the course features a preserved
ecological and heritage landscape.
Members enjoyed tea and refreshments
in the Club House afterward.

Conservationists Chris Kelly and Mike
Staegemann shared Wildlife ACT's
success in rebuilding the endangered
African Painted Dog population in
southern Africa, highlighting how GPS
tracking aids in monitoring threats and
taking action.

Chris Kelly & Mike Staegemann
African Painted Dogs: Conserving Southern
Africa's most Endangered Carnivore
21 June 2021
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Events in 2021
Angus Forsyth
Ships of the Silk Road: The Bactrian Camel in
Chinese Jade

Jame DiBiasio
Burma's Future, Pagan's Past: How the History
of Myanmar's First Capital can help Guide the
Country out of Crisis

Jame DiBiasio discussed how
Myanmar's current military regime uses
Pagan’s 11th to 13th-century legacy for
legitimacy, contrasting it with a more
inclusive, cosmopolitan tradition from
the same era that could guide a better
future for the country.

24 June 2021 Internationally respected collector
Angus Forsyth explored the Bactrian
camel's key role in Silk Road trade,
examining nearly a hundred jade objects
depicting the camel, central to West-
Asia commerce.

29 June 2021

Philip Cracknell
Battle for Hong Kong - December 1941

Philip Cracknell analyzed the failures
in the 1941 Battle for Hong Kong,
highlighting the inadequate defense that
allowed Japanese aircraft to destroy
most of the RAF's outdated planes at
Kai Tak, leading to Japan's victory.

29 June 2021

15 July 2021

Professor Jed Kaplan
Boat Field Trip along the Tolo Channel and the
North East New Territories with an onboard
lunch

Professor Jed Kaplan led a boat
excursion to Hong Kong's northeastern
coast, exploring Jurassic sedimentary
and volcanic rocks along the Tolo
Channel. The trip included walking
through Hong Kong's largest natural
sea arch and visiting Ap Chau.

Chris Kelly & Peter Jean Roberts
Vultures on the Brink: Proactive Vulture
Conservation in South Africa

Stanley Shea
Field Trip: Making art from HK's fallen trees
and recycled paper tour, with lunch

The RGS-HK hosted a guided tour in
Yuen Long, featuring an artist who
upcycles fallen trees from Typhoon
Mangkhut into furniture and art.
Members crafted their own wooden
coasters and enjoyed lunch at an
English-HK fusion restaurant.

 20 July 2021

Mark Agnew
Preparing to Row the Northwest Passage:
Lessons in Resilience

Mark Agnew detailed his preparation
for rowing the Northwest Passage in
summer 2022, a challenge previously
deemed impossible due to global
warming. He shared insights on
building resilience from this extreme
adventure and its broader implications
for confronting climate change.

17 June 2021

31 July 2021

Chris Kelly and PJ Roberts from
Wildlife ACT highlighted the critical
role of vultures in ecosystems and their
alarming status, with all six species
now classified as Critically
Endangered.

 In this talk, Tony Miller explored the
history of Chinese Buddhist statues
acquired by dealers after the last
Emperor's abdication in 1912. He
uncovered their origins, debunked
myths, and explained their appeal to
national museums and collectors
globally.

Tony Miller
The Missing Buddhas: The mystery of the
Chinese Buddhist statues that stunned the
Western art world
21 June 2021

Daniel Roberts
Keeping the Family Silver: Highlights of the
Liang Yi Collection
13 & 20 Aug 2021 Liang Yi Museum's exhibition

displayed 180 pieces of 18th and 19th-
century British and French silver,
focusing on heritage, design, and
craftsmanship. It included a dining hall
illustrating the evolution of Western
dining traditions.

Dr Anton Wolfaardt
Saving Antarctica's Seabirds
17 August 2021 Dr Anton Wolfaardt overviewed Marion

Island's ambitious mouse eradication
project, highlighting technological
advances in addressing the ecological
threat posed by invasive mice.
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Events in 2021

16 September 2021 To mark CERS's 35th anniversary,
President Wong How Man discussed
the milestone, showed a ten-minute film
on their journey, and outlined recent
projects in Hong Kong and China.

Wong How Man
Five Decades of Exploration of China and
Beyond

Dr Alexander Koch
Understanding Future Climate Change:
Interpreting the Latest Intergovernmental
Climate Report
9 & 30 September 2021 Dr Alexander Koch discussed the 2021

IPCC Report’s global and local climate
implications and how immediate
actions like afforestation and climate-
proof city design can mitigate future
impacts.

Africa Centre Guides
Field Trip: Guided Tour and Talk at the Africa
Center with a Pan-African Lunch
18 September 2021

The RGS-HK organized a guided tour
and talk at the Africa Centre, featuring
traditional drumming and an African
culinary experience with dishes from
Ethiopia, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe,
fostering cultural knowledge and
community empowerment.

Alan Loynd
All at Sea

Ju Shen Lee
"Inle Lake: Myanmar's Cradle of Life"

29 September 2021

7 October 2021

Alan Loynd recounted his 50-year
career as a ship’s captain and salvage
master, sharing remarkable changes and
experiences with humour and insight.

Ju Shen described Inle Lake in the Shan
Highlands of Myanmar, a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve with unique species
and sustainable fishing practices by its
inhabitants.

The RGS-HK hosted Simon Holliday
and Shu Pu, who shared an account of
Holliday's record-breaking 34 km swim
around Hong Kong Island, followed by
an hour of swimming at a white-sand
beach.

Simon Holliday & Shu Pu
Boat Field Trip: Circumnavigation of HK
Island, with the First Man to Swim Around the
Island
9 October 2021

Francis Haden
Hong Kong Rock
11 October 2021 With 20 years of experience in climbing

in Asia, Francis Haden presented the
reasons that make Hong Kong an
exciting and unique climbing
destination. He described the
development of climbing in Hong Kong,
including the new routes that he
advanced and the first ascents that he
pioneered. 

Stanley Shea 
Field Trip: Yim Tin Tsai – A once-Catholic
Hakka Village now revitalised with Heritage &
Art
13, 28 October 2021 The RGS-HK offered a guided tour of

Yim Tin Tsai, showcasing its Catholic
heritage, UNESCO-awarded St.
Joseph’s Chapel, native species, salt-
making history, and village
revitalization efforts.

Thomas Schmidt
The Bumbling Traveller: Sketching the World

John Lander
The Shikoku Pilgrimage: Japan's Sacred Trail
26 October 2021

John Lander recounted the Shikoku
Pilgrimage's extraordinary story,
detailing its origins, significance, and
his evocative images of every temple
on the trail around Shikoku Island.

28 October 2021 Tom Schmidt illustrated how travel
sketching aids in understanding
destinations, showcasing three decades
of his watercolours, architectural
sketches, and maps, emphasizing the
tradition of capturing travel experiences
on paper.
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Events in 2021
Professor Jed Kaplan
Boat Field trip to Nine Pin Islands & Tung
Lung Pirate Fort

The RGS-HK, led by Professor Jed
Kaplan, explored the inaccessible Nine
Pin Islands' hexagonal columns, sea
arch, and cliff scenery, ending with a
hike to Tung Lung Pirate Fort.
Members enjoyed the incredible
scenery when walking on the
hexagonal columns which are
reminiscent of the World Heritage Site
of Giant’s Causeway in Northern
Ireland.

13 November 2021

John Terenzini
A Fascination with Jellyfish: The World's
Ancient Survivor
16 November 2021 John Terenzini explored how jellyfish,

often feared and overlooked, use their
simple design, diverse forms, and
colours to be ancient, impactful
predators and prey in marine
ecosystems.

Andrew Campbell
Africa's Rangers: On the Frontline
18 November 2021 Andrew Campbell showcased the vital

role of rangers in African wildlife
conservation, highlighting their diverse
contributions, the importance of
protecting wilderness areas, and
improving ranger well-being to sustain
the profession.

We welcomed Dr Smriti Safaya for a
field trip to Tung Ping Chau, Hong
Kong's remote island known for its
sedimentary rock formations, dramatic
cliffs, fossils, and abandoned villages.

Dr Smriti Safaya
Boat Field trip to Tung Ping Chau: HK's
Stunning Remote Island
20 November 2021

Angus Forsyth
Ships of the Silk Road: The Bactrian Camel in
Chinese Jade

Angus Forsyth detailed the historical
significance of Bactrian camels and
showcased nearly one hundred diverse
jade pieces depicting this iconic beast of
burden, many previously unseen.

23 November 2021

Terry Dhillon
Boat Field Trip around the HK UNESCO
Geopark
4 December 2021

RGS-HK organized an onboard boat
trip around Hong Kong's UNESCO
Geopark, led by Terry Dhillon,
featuring sea arches, sea caves, and a
catered lunch.

Peter Gordon & Juan Jose Morales
The Maritime Silk Road seen through the
Codice Casanatense
29 November 2021

Peter Gordon and Juan Jose Morales
discussed the Codice Casanatense,
painted around 1540, offering insights
into the Silk Road and early Asia-
Europe contact through its unique daily
scene illustrations.

Dominic Johnson-Hill
An Epic Adventure around China - Rituals of
the Solar Calendar
6 December 2021

Dominic Johnson-Hill shared stories
and pictures from his journeys around
China, exploring the traditional Chinese
solar calendar's role in tracking climate
and agricultural shifts over 3,000 years.

Guy Nowell
Christmas Party with Wine & Mince Pies
followed by the talk "Cruising Hong Kong: A
Glorious Coastal Odyssey"
13 December 2021

In this festive talk, Guy Nowell
presented stunning photographs and
practical details about Hong Kong’s
cruising grounds, including an in-depth
commentary on its spectacular coastal
geology.

Dr Sandra Rebok introduced Alexander
von Humboldt, highlighting his
comprehensive studies in the New
World, his interest in Asia, and the
enduring significance of his legacy.

Dr Sandra Rebok
Von Humboldt: a Pioneer of Geography: The
role of Asia in his studies
20 December 2021
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Events in 2022
Paul Sochaczewski
Why Do We Collect?
4 January 2022

Paul Sochaczewski explored the
universal urge to acquire mementoes,
showing museum-quality photos of 80
pieces from his collection, based on his
book Searching for Ganesha.

Herald van der Linde
Asia's Economic Geography: 30 Years of Stock
Market Development
20 January 2022

Paul Zimmerman, Ester van Steekelenburg &
Alicia Lui
Hong Kong Island Coastal Trail Challenge
2022: 65 Kilometers, 8 Stages, 40 Stops, 85,000
Steps

Paul Zimmerman, Ester van
Steekelenburg, and Alicia Lui
discussed their collaboration on the
2022 Coastal Trail Challenge and its
role in fostering a more inclusive and
sustainable city.

24 January 2022

Les Bird
The Vietnamese Boat Peoples’ Arrival in Hong
Kong: A Marine Police Officer's Frontline
Account
24 February 2022 Les Bird shared his compelling story of

Vietnamese boat people’s 1,000-mile
voyage to Hong Kong, using
unpublished photographs to illustrate
their hardships and search for a better
life.

Dana Breitenstein
Climbing the 54 “Fourteeners” in Colorado: A
40-year Quest
2 March 2022 Dana Breitenstein, a Colorado native

residing in Hong Kong for over 20
years, fulfilled her dream by climbing
all 54 “Fourteeners” in Colorado and
has also climbed mountains on five
continents, including Mount
Kebnekaise and Mount Kenya.

Craig Mitchell, Paul Niel, Adam Janikowski & 
Dr Michael Rivera
Project Avenger: Rediscovering the Most
Violent Day in Hong Kong's History
10 March 2022 Craig Mitchell, Paul Niel, Adam

Janikowski, and Dr Michael Rivera
discussed their experiences and efforts
in locating the wreckages of two
Avenger planes that collided and
crashed in Tai Tam Country Park
during a 1945 bombing raid, with the
wreckages finally found in 2012.

Ali Ghorbani
From Berlin Wall to Metaverse: A
Photographer's NFT Journey
17 March 2022 Following the boom of Non-Fungible

Tokens (NFT) in 2021, the world-
renowned photographer Ali Ghorbani
used all his photographs from the fall of
the Berlin Wall to his photography
collection ‘Hong Kong Red’ as NFTs. In
this talk, Ali covered everything about
his 32-year photography and NFT
journey.

Russell Napier
The Asian Financial Crisis 1995–98: Birth of
the Age of Debt
24 March 2022 In this talk, Russell Napier explained

the causes and impacts of the Asian
Financial Crisis of 1995–98. In this
economic crisis, hundreds of people
died in rioting, political strongmen
were removed and hundreds of billions
of dollars were lost by investors.

Bruce Connolly
Tianjin – the Historic Gateway to Beijing where
East met West
29 March 2022 Bruce Connolly recounted Tianjin's

evolution from a major commercial
hub in the Ming and Qing Dynasties to
its current status as a modern,
developing smart city.

Benedict Allen
Special Events: The Ice Dogs- Surviving on the
Other side of Russia
7 April 2022 Benedict Allen humorously recounted

his 1,000-mile sledge expedition through
the Russian Far East in record-breaking
winter, detailing his bond with his ten
dogs and his attempt to cross from
Russia to Alaska.

Herald discussed Asia’s economic
transformation through stock market
growth, tracing the evolution from
Japan’s markets 30 years ago to today’s
vibrant and diverse continental markets.
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Events in 2022
Robert Ferguson
Discovering the Secret Underworld of Hong
Kong's Wild Creatures

13 April 2022 Robert showcased Hong Kong's
biodiversity, highlighting dangerous
animals like the masked palm civet and
king cobra, and discussed the
remarkable hunting habits of local
spiders and bugs.

Edward Stokes
Thirty Years of Hong Kong through
Photographs: Recovery, Resilience, Resurgence
1940s – 1970s
20 April 2022 Edward Stokes, Director of the HK

Heritage Foundation, shared the story
of Hong Kong’s transformation from
the 1940s to the 1970s through
photographs by Hedda Morrison, Lee
Fook Chee, and Brian Brake, depicting
its post-war resurgence.

Dr Benoit Guenard
Special Event: Virtual Tour of the Hong Kong
Biodiversity Museum: Birth, Growth and
Future Perspectives
21 April 2022 Dr Benoit Guenard toured the Hong

Kong Biodiversity Museum, explaining
its vision for preserving local species
and discussing the origins of the idea to
open a Natural History Museum. 

Dr Ben Gerlofs
Neighbourhood Change in the 'Urban Age':
Hong Kong and Global Perspectives
3 May 2022 Dr Ben Gerlofs explored global

urbanization trends and their local
expressions in cities like Hong Kong,
focusing on the ongoing
transformations in Sham Shui Po, Sai
Ying Pun, and Kennedy Town.

Dr Jonathan Clements
Mission Impossible: Lord Macartney’s mission
to 18th-Century to China
17 May 2022 Dr Jonathan Clements examined

Britain's first formal treaty attempt
with Imperial China, detailing the tense
negotiations between Lord Macartney
and the Chinese, including behind-the-
scenes issues like opium smuggling
and the tea trade.

Stanley Shea
Field Trip: Walled Hakka Village
16, 23 May 2022 Led by freelance tour guide Stanley

Shea, members explored Lai Chi Wo,
one of the best-conserved walled Hakka
villages from the 17th century in Hong
Kong. Despite only a few families
remaining in the village, with the
population once numbering 500-600,
there was the opportunity to buy locally
made produce. 

Edward Stokes
Special Event: Exhibition Tour at the Asia
Society by Edward Stokes
28 May 2022 HK Heritage Foundation Director

Edward Stokes illustrated the
extraordinary story of Hong Kong from
the 1940s to the 1970s through
photographs during a guided tour of the
then-current exhibition at the Asia
Society.

Professor Jed Kaplan
Boat Field trip: Nine Pin
Islands, HK UNESCO
Geopark & Tang Lung
Pirate Fort

29 May 2022

Tony Brooks
The World’s Highest Bike Ride: How to Cross
the Himalayas in One Piece
31 May 2022 Tony Brooks shared the extraordinary

story of his bike trips through the
Himalayas, Karakoram, and Pamir
ranges, and the Tibetan plateau,
recounting challenges like landslides
and bike theft, and his warm
encounters with people along the way. 

John & Bob Tsang
First Hong Kong father-and-son pair Everest
Ascent: From Hong Kong to Everest to Denali
18 August 2022 Father-and-son John and Bob Tsang

recounted the thrilling story of how they
conquered Everest together, with John
becoming the youngest Hongkonger to
scale the mountain. John gave an
introduction into his story of completing
the Seven Summits, including the life
lessons learned.
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YGOTY Winners
Hong Kong Young Geographer of the Year 

Tertiary

Ting Yan HUNG 
(The University of Hong Kong)

Wing Mei TONG 
(Hong Kong Baptist University)

Winki CHENG 
(The University of Hong Kong)

Ka Yiu NG 
(The University of Hong Kong)

Wing Yung FO 
(The Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology)

People’s Choice
Award 

Isabella Umansky 
(German Swiss International
School)

Primary 

Elidi YANG 
(French International School) 

Claudia WOO 
(Maryknoll Convent School)

Julian KELLER 
(Malvern College) 

Tsz Hin LI
(S.K.H Tak Tin Lee Shiu Keung Primary School) 

Jenson HO 
(Harrow International School)

Secondary 

Annabelle LEE 
(German Swiss International School)

Samantha LEE
(German Swiss International School)

Antony MAN 
(Stewards Pooi Kei College) 

Arial JANG 
(Island School) 

Su Wang FUNG 
(CNEC Lau Wing Sang Secondary School)

Primary
Lok Ting Kayley Hung 
(Diocesan Girls’ Junior School) 

Madison Mak 
(Diocesan Girls’ Junior School) 

Reva Kamath
(ESF Discovery College) 

Zhi Yan Athena Shao
(Diocesan Girl’s Junior School)

Ching Chin Yau 
(Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section) 

Kwan Tsui Bella Li
(Diocesan Girl’s Junior School)

Lower Secondary

Kyra Aaron 
(West Island School)

Grace Carter
(West Island School) 

Ariane Crane
(West Island School) 

Daniel Chung
(Kellett School)

Kayan Tam
(Kellett School)

Chi Yuen Chung
(Pui Ching Middle School) 

Kasper Wu
(ESF King George V School)

Upper Secondary

Sheanna Sarah Mutthumani 
(Australian International)

Lea Roehrich 
(German Swiss International School)

Ahamed Shafi Kithuru Mohamed 
(HKMA David Li Kwok Po College) 

Ingrid Wai Hin Chan 
(German Swiss International School ) 

Lok Ching Ma
( St Paul’s Secondary School) 

Tertiary

Lok Ming Tang 
(The University of Hong Kong)

Ka Man Wong 
(The Chinese University of Hong
Kong)

Ka Ying Sit 
(The University of Hong Kong)

Hoi Yan Wu
(Hong Kong Baptist University)

People’s Choice
Award 

Advaith Eyunni 
(West Island School) 

Primary

Madison Mak 
 (Diocesan Girls' Junior School)

Tsz Kiu Max Lam 
(ESF Kowloon Junior School)
 

Sze Wai Yung
(St. Paul's Co-educational College Primary School)

Zhi Yan Athena Shao
(Diocesan Girls' Junior School)
 

Ching Laam Wong
(Diocesan Girls' Junior School)

Marlena Santella
(German Swiss International School)

Lower Secondary 

Livia Bao
(Kellet School) 

Kaitlyn Er
(West Island School (ESF))

Aastha Sethy
(West Island School (ESF)) 

Daniel Cheung
(Kellet School)

Luna Ling
(West Island School (ESF)) 

Kary Lou
(French International School)

Jasmin Kaur
(West Island School (ESF))  

Upper Secondary  

Cheuk Hin Li
(West Island School (ESF)) 

YunFan Wu
(West Island School (ESF))

Stella Liu
(Harrow International School Hong Kong) 

Lorelei Goach 
(Kellet School)

Kam Wai Chong
(Sacred Heart Canossian College) 

Jamie Lam
(Lycee Francis International)

Owen Guo
(German Swiss International School) 

Yan Yu Cheng
(Sacred Heart Canossian College)

Tertiary

Hoi Yan Ryan Wu
(Hong Kong Baptist
University) 

Pak Hei Lau
(The University of Hong
Kong)

People’s Choice
Award 

Vinci Theodora Hui 
(Maryknoll Convent School
(Primary section))

2021 - 2022

2022 - 2023

2023 - 2024
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Events in 2022
Ju Shen Lee
Bhutan – The Rarely Seen
25 August 2022 Ju Shen’s photo-expedition traversed

Bhutan from Paro, in western Bhutan,
to Merak, in eastern Bhutan, going far
beyond the tourist hotspots of Paro,
Thimphu, Punakha and Bumthang.

Bruce Connolly
A Journey along the Yangtze – China’s “Long
River”
14 September 2022 Bruce Connolly is one of China’s most

distinguished travellers and
photographers. He told of how he
visited and photographed numerous
towns and landscapes 30 years ago,
many of which are now underwater. 

Paul Sochaczewki
A Conservation Notebook – 50 years on the
ecological battleground
18 October 2022 In this talk, Paul told the true stories of

his astonishing 50 years on the
ecological battleground. Taking a
global scope, the issues Paul discussed
ranged from isolated farms in Bhutan
to crowded UN conference rooms
occupied by pontificating bureaucrats. 

Benita Chick
Field Trip: Night Safari to Lung Fu Shan
22 October 2022 Led by environmentalist Benita Chick,

RGS-HK members and guests took a
fascinating night walk in the Lung Fu
Shan country park to see and
experience the rich diversity of
nocturnal species, such as the Malayan
porcupine, golden-spotted tiger beetle,
tarantulas, and more.

Dr Isabelle Frank
Special Events: Guided Museum Visit
“Hunters, Warriors Spirits: Nomadic Art of
North China”
1 November 2022 A guided exhibition at City University

of Hong Kong on North China’s
nomads, showcasing over 250 artworks
from the early 1st millennium BC to the
10th-13th centuries AD. 

Richard Turere
From Warrior to Conservationist
17 November 2022 The RGS-HK was excited to resume in-

person talks in 2022 with Richard
Turere, a Maasai warrior from the
Kenyan Savannah, who discussed his
innovative Lion Lights invention and
work in wildlife conservation. 

Professor Jed Kaplan & Professor Peter Clift
Boat Field Trip: Nine Pin Islands & HK
Geopark
20 November 2022 Professors Jed Kaplan and Peter Clift,

hosted a boat excursion to the Nine Pin
Islands and Geopark, featuring
geological exploration, a seafood lunch
at Yau Ley on High Island, and a visit
to Mok Min sea cave. 

Professor Peter Clift
Exploring Colliding Continents in the
Himalayas and Tibet
22 November 2022

Professor Peter Clift discussed some of
the adventures involved in trying to
reach ancient records and piecing
together how the modern Asian
continent and monsoon systems formed,
including when the region was struck by
catastrophic floods.

Dr Smriti Safaya
Boat Field Trip: Guided Tour of Tung Ping
Chau: HK’s Stunning Remote Island
26 November 2022 Just 3 kilometers from Guangdong

Province, Tung Ping Chau is Hong
Kong’s most remote island. Led by
environmentalist Dr Smriti Safaya,
members and friends were able to
explore the only island in Hong Kong
formed entirely from sedimentary rock. 

Professor Jed Kaplan & Peter Clift
Boat Field Trip: Nine Pin Islands & HK
Geopark
3 December 2022 The RGS-HK, with Professors Jed

Kaplan and Peter Clift, hosted a boat
excursion to the Nine Pin Islands and
Geopark, featuring geological
exploration, a seafood lunch at Yau Ley
on High Island, and a visit to Mok Min
sea cave. 
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Events in 2022-23
Dr Uther Charlton-Stevens
Members Christmas Reception & Anglo-India,
Hong Kong and the End of Empire
8 December 2022

After festive drinks and mince pies,
RGS-HK members enjoyed Dr Uther
Charlton-Stevens' informative talk on
parallels between Hong Kong’s history
and India's challenges during
independence. 

14 December 2022 Charmian and Cathy, on their
coasteering journey around Hong
Kong’s largest island, encountered a
dramatic and varied coastline, sharing
their discoveries and photographs of
sandy beaches, mangroves, and
historical sites. 

David Saddington
Good COP, Bad COP? From Glasgow to
Sharm El-Sheikh
15 December 2022

In this talk, David Saddington, the
Head of the COP26 Nature Campaign,
reflected on the last year of climate
COPs. He discussed what was needed
to bring deforestation rates down.

Nicholas Tsao
Guided Tour of The Blue House and viewing of
Chinese Papercutting Workshop
8 January 2023 (3 sessions) Heritage architect Nicholas Tsao led a

fantastic guided tour to the UNESCO-
award winning Blue House. Members
got a glimpse of the early co-living
culture of Hong Kong through a
themed exhibition on the top-floor of
an untouched original multi-family
tenement, with original floor tiles and
artefacts collected from residents in the
district.

WWF Guides
Field Trip: Guided tour
to Mai Po Nature
Reserve

28 January 2023

Patricia O’Sullivan
In the Line of Fire – Policing Hong Kong in the
Early 20th Century
30 January 2023

Patricia O’Sullivan, a historian of Hong
Kong, shared riveting stories of pirate
attacks, smuggling, and gang crime in
colonial Hong Kong, revealing lesser-
known events and their impact on
future policing.

Cathy Cole & Charmian
Woodhouse
Circumnavigating
Lantau’s Wild Coastline 
(A repeat of the previous
succesful talk)

7 February 2023

John Terenzini
A Fascination with Jellyfish: The World’s
Ancient Survivors
10 February 2023

After the RGS-HK Annual General
Meeting, John Terenzini shared
intriguing information about jellyfish,
their biology and the Hong Kong
Jellyfish Project. 

Cathy Cole & Charmian Woodhouse
Circumnavigating Lantau’s Wild Coastline

Les Bird
The Vietnamese Boatpeoples’ Arrival in Hong
Kong: A Marine Police Officer's Frontline
Account
15 February 2023

Marine Police Officer Les Bird
recounted Hong Kong's response to the
1970s and 80s Vietnamese refugee
crisis, detailing the journey from small
boats to large smuggling vessels, and his
continued connections with some of
those he rescued. 

Innocent Mutanga
Field Trip: A Tour and Lunch at Chungking
Mansions
18 February 2023 (2 sessions)

Led by Innocent Mutanga of the Africa
Center Hong Kong, the Society
arranged a tour of Chungking
Mansions, exploring its diverse floors
and amenities, ending with a highly
enjoyed Indian lunch. 

The Globe 22

https://www.rgshk.org.hk/rgs-events/all-events-past/item/2409-the-vietnamese-boatpeoples-arrival-in-hong-kong-a-marine-police-officer-s-frontline-account.html
https://www.rgshk.org.hk/rgs-events/all-events-past/item/2409-the-vietnamese-boatpeoples-arrival-in-hong-kong-a-marine-police-officer-s-frontline-account.html
https://www.rgshk.org.hk/rgs-events/all-events-past/item/2409-the-vietnamese-boatpeoples-arrival-in-hong-kong-a-marine-police-officer-s-frontline-account.html


Events in 2023

19 February 2023

Paul Sochaczewski
The Search for ‘Wallace’s line’ 
22 February 2023

Innocent Mutanga
Field trip: Guided Tour and Talk at the Africa
Center with a Pan-African Lunch
18 March 2023

A tour to Africa Center, with a
traditional drumming session followed
by an African culinary experience.
Members and guests got to try dishes
from many regional specialties.

Dr Isabelle Frank
“Amber: Baltic Gold” Guided Museum Visit at
City University of Hong Kong
27 March 2023

Led by Museum Director Dr Isabelle
Frank, this fascinating exhibition
showcased the origins of amber and the
development of its popularity through
history, showing intricate amber
artefacts for all to see.

Dr Jason Ali
Alfred Wallace Bicentenary: From Evolution to
“Wallace’s Line” to Biogeography
29 March 2023 To mark Wallace’s Bicentenary, Dr

Jason Ali summarized Wallace’s
contributions to animal distribution
studies in the Indo-Australian
Archipelago, discussed Wallace’s Line,
and shared stories of Professor Philip
Darlington’s crocodile attack and his
own field experiences.

Julian Stargardt & Marco Caboara
Special Event: Guided Map Exhibition Tour at
HKUST: Tartary from Marco Polo to the
Enlightenment
31 March 2023

Led by RGS-HK Honorary Secretary
Julian Stargardt and Marco Caboara,
members and guests were toured
around an amazing exhibition of rare
maps from the Library Special
Collections, including maps not on
public display. 

Isabelle Duncan
Skirting the Boundary: A
History of Women’s
Cricket

13 April 2023

Sidhant Gupta
AI – A New Future For Ecosystems
20 April 2023

The Society was delighted to present
Sidhant Gupta, who discussed his
Guinness World Record-winning Clearbot
project, which uses AI and solar power to
efficiently collect debris in waterways and
explores the role of ESG and corporate
sustainability.

VR-Enlightenment Limited 
Virtual Reality Adventure: 
28 March 2023 (3 sessions) Members were teleported to see some

of Earth’s natural wonders, through the
use of Virtual Reality. It was a
fascinating evening, with 360 degree
views of these amazing locations added
with aural sound effects.

The RGS-HK welcomed Paul
Sochaczewski to celebrate Alfred
Russell Wallace’s bicentenary, with a
richly illustrated talk on Wallace’s
22,500 km journeys across Southeast
Asia and his contributions to natural
selection. 

Tymon Mellor
HK’s Forgotten Reservoir – The Water Supply
of Kowloon
25 April 2023 Tymon Mellor's talk for HK-RGS

explored the crucial role of water in
Kowloon Peninsula's development,
detailing the history of the century-old
Bishop Hill reservoir, and the
associated political and technical
challenges.

Nicholas Tsao
Guided Tour of the Blue House and viewing of
Chinese Papercutting Workshop
29 Apr 2023

Led by heritage architect Nicholas
Tsao, we explored the Brilliant Blue
House, a UNESCO-award-winning site
showcasing integrated heritage
preservation, including the former Hua
Tuo Temple underground.

Marco Foehn led a hiking field trip on
stages 5 and 6 of the Lantau Trail,
showcasing Lantau Island’s spectacular
views, including an exclusive visit to
the usually closed Lung Tsai Ng Yuen
Garden above a waterfall.

Marco Foehn
Hiking Field trip to Lantau Island with a
private visit to Lung Tsai Ng Yuen garden
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Events in 2023
WWF Guides
Field Trip: Guided tour
to Mai Po Nature
Reserve 
(A repeat of the previous trip)

30 Apr 2023

Cameron Dueck
A 45,000km Motorbike
Odyssey across the
Americas in search of
Mennonites 
(A repeat of the previous talk)

4 May 2023

Dana Breitenstein 
Climbing the 54
“Fourteeners” in
Colorado: A 40-year
Quest 
(A repeat of the previous talk)

23 May 2023

The Society was thrilled to welcome
Bruce Connolly in person from Beijing,
who shared his serendipitous journey
exploring China in the 1980s, a country
he hadn’t initially considered,
beginning from a beer-fuelled
conversation in Glasgow.

Bruce Connolly
Travel through China in the 1980s: How it
started over a beer in Glasgow
24 May 2023

Led by Bonhams’s Chinese Painting
Specialists, members and guests of
RGS-HK were toured around Chinese
Paintings of Bonhams at the Bonhams
Hong Kong 2023 Spring Auctions.

Bonhams Guides
Special Event: Guided Tour of the Fine Chinese
Paintings of Bonhams 
31 May 2023

Professor Hinrich Kaiser
East Timor: The Jungles and Snakes of Asia's
Newest Country
15 Jun 2023

RGS-HK partnered with VR-
Enlightenment Limited again to offer
members an exclusive VR experience
showcasing three geographical
wonders: The Fascinating Oksky Nature
Reserve, Underwater World, and The
Losiny Ostrov Reserve

VR-Enlightenment
Virtual Reality Adventure
6 Jun 2023

Professor Hinrich Kaiser’s talk explored
East Timor’s environment, including its
unexplored rainforests and unique jungle
setting, highlighting his team's 2021-
2022 expedition to uncover nature’s
enduring treasures and impact the
country’s future.

Patrick Dransfield
A Photographer in Old Beijing: Treasures from
a Lost Shoe Box
3 Jul 2023

RGS-HK was grateful to host Patrick
Dransfield, who shared his unique
photographic portraits of a transitioning
China and offered insights into art
history and photography in the context
of his evocative images.

Edward Stokes
“Colours of Hong Kong” Exhibition Tour and
Talk
12 Jul 2023 Led by Edward Stokes, renowned

Hong Kong photographer and curator,
members toured Hong Kong’s Wild
Places, exploring photos from his best-
selling book and seeing how his
Australian work influenced his later
projects in Hong Kong.

Roy Delbyck
It's More Than Paper: A Journey Through the
Past
19 Jul 2023 Roy Delbyck, a leading collector of

Hong Kong and China printed
collectibles, gave an engaging talk
exploring historical documents, his
collecting journey, coveted items, and
intriguing finds.
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Events in 2023

The Field Trip began with a talk on
Islam’s central themes and practices,
including geopolitical events and its
presence in Hong Kong and Africa,
followed by a tour of the Kowloon
Mosque and interactions with Hong
Kong’s Muslim community.

Innocent Mutanga
Field Trip: Kowloon Mosque Tour and Lunch
at Africa Center
23 Jul 2023

RGS-HK was fortunate to host
distinguished journalist Professor Keith
Richburg, who shared his 40-year
career covering global hot-spots and
major events such as the Iraq invasion,
Taliban fall, Rwandan genocide, and
the 1997 Hong Kong handover.

Professor Keith Richburg
One Journalist: From Rwanda & Somalia to
Beijing & Hong Kong
24 Jul 2023

Captain Pierre Sauvadet
Tour of the Polar Research Ship Sila Inua
29 Jul 2023

WWF Guides
Field Trip: Night Safari
to Mai Po Nature
Reserve 
(A repeat of the previous trip)

26 Aug 2023

Dr Bayden Russell
Marine Biodiversity in Hong Kong: Current
Status and Future Opportunities
30 Aug 2023

The Society was privileged to host Dr
Bayden Russell, Associate Director at
the Swire Institute of Marine Science,
who discussed marine biodiversity loss
and the recent return of transient species
to Hong Kong’s waters amid
environmental pressures.

Guided Photographic Exhibition Tour
"Goodbye Kai Tak and Thank You"
15 Sep 2023

To mark the 25th anniversary of Kai Tak
Airport’s closure, Blue Lotus Gallery
featured an exhibition of photographs by
Greg Girard and Birdy Chu, offering
RGS-HK members a unique view of the
airport’s historical and ongoing legacy.

Jacki Hill-Murphy
Adventuresses: Retracing the Steps of the Great
Women
19 Sep 2023 RGS-HK welcomed Jacki Hill-Murphy,

who recounted her travels retracing the
routes of daring women adventurers,
including crossing Ladakh’s Digar-La,
summiting Mount Cameroon, and
trekking from Moscow to Siberia, with
engaging stories of her challenges and
humorous encounters.

Helge Mahne
Needing African Parks
21 Sep 2023

Expedition Leader Captain Pierre
Sauvadet, exploring its advanced
accommodation and equipment designed
for long-term Arctic research.

In his compelling talk, Helge Mahne
outlined African Parks' new strategic
vision for conserving Africa’s
biodiversity, emphasizing the need for
exceptional political and financial
support to make a meaningful impact.

Adrian Hayes
A Photographer in Old Beijing: Treasures from
a Lost Shoe Box
28 Sep 2023

In this visually stunning talk, former
Gurkha officer Adrian Hayes shared his
mountaineering experiences, including
summiting Everest in 2006, attempts on
K2, and his recent Everest return. He
also recounted his attempt on Pumori
and the tragic events he witnessed on
Everest.

Robin Lee & Ben Lee
Film Screening "The Four Trails" at The Hong
Kong Club
4 Oct 2023 Hong Kong’s Four Trails challenge is

renowned for its extreme demands, but
in 2012, Andre Blumberg defied the
odds by running all four iconic trails in
just four days. This film screening
featured breathtaking aerial footage of
Hong Kong and was followed by a
Q&A with Director Robin Lee and
Producer Ben Lee.
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Events in 2023
Michelle Fung
An Artist in the Arctic Circle
12 Oct 2023

RGS-HK hosted Yube Huni Kuin, an
Amazonian shaman, and Huni Kuin
elders for a talk and a screening of
“The People of the Blue Bird.” The
Huni Kuin, key guardians of the
Amazon rainforest, have lived in
harmony with nature for thousands of
years.

Bane Saleh & Yube Huni Kuin
The Last Guardians of the Amazon Rainforest:
An evening with the Huni Kuin People
16 Oct 2023

WWF Guides
Field Trip: Hoi Ha Wan
Marine Park Tour plus
Glass Bottomed Boat
Excursion 
(A repeat of the previous tour)

21 Oct 2023

In 2022, artist Michelle Fung joined
“Arctic Circle 2022” in Longyearbyen,
the world’s northernmost town, to work
on her futuristic art project set in 2084.
She shared her Arctic experiences and
showcased her Northlandia Arctic
Woodcut.

Adam Francis
Hong Kong’s Serpents: A photographic
Expedition
25 Oct 2023

Professor Jed Kaplan
Boat Field trip to Nine
Pin Islands & HK
Geopark including a hike
into Mok Min Sea Cave
(A repeat of the previous trip)

28 Oct 2023

David Taylor-Smith, MBE 
A Long Walk in Search of the British
2 Nov 2023 The Royal Geographical Society - Hong

Kong proudly welcomed back our
Founder, David Taylor-Smith, who, after
walking 2,500 km up Britain, shared his
findings on British identity and national
shaping.

Daniel Ole Sambu
Blood, Corruption, Diplomacy and the
Poacher's Poison: Life Protecting Wildlife
22 Nov 2023

Daniel Ole Sambu argued that East
African communities must be positively
engaged with wildlife for its survival,
discussing challenges and successes in
his role as Head of Predator Protection
at the Big Life Foundation since 2009.

William Lindesay, OBE
The Great Wall: A Reality Story
23 Nov 2023

Stanley Shea
Overseas Field Trip:
Walking the ancient
Nakasendo Trail 

14 Nov 2023

In this talk, Adam Francis shared his
journey of locating, photographing, and
documenting all 45 known snake species
in Hong Kong. He detailed the
challenges of searching through diverse
landscapes and enduring harsh weather
to capture the elusive creatures.

William Lindesay’s celebrated 2,500
km solo traverse of the Great Wall in
1987 anchored his future in China,
where he now lives beside his favorite
stretch, Jiankou.

Steve Watson
Boat Field Trip on the iconic Wayfoong Steam
Launch
26 Nov 2023 The RGS offered a Boat Field Trip on

Hong Kong's Wayfoong, cruising
around Hong Kong Island's South Side,
stopping at Po Toi Island for lunch at
Ming Kee Seafood Restaurant and local
village and temple visits.
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Events in 2023-24

Dr Ben Gerlofs
Guided Tram Party
30 Nov 2023

The Royal Geographical Society
delighted in offering a guided field trip
to Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden,
focusing on conservation,
sustainability, and biodiversity through
garden tours and an animal keeper
experience.

KFBG Leaders 
Field Trip: Exploring Kadoorie Farm and
Botanic Garden
7 Dec 2023

Dr Douglas Allan
Natural Born Thrillers - Cameraman for Sir
David Attenborough
21 Oct 2023

The Hong Kong tram system, operating
since 1904 with the world’s largest
double-decker fleet, carries 200,000
daily passengers, while members sip
wine and hear Dr Ben Gerlofs on urban
geography.

Members 
Christmas Reception

18 Dec 2023

Wilson (Wai-Yin) Cheung
Arctic Odyssey: Unveiling the Glaciological
Wonders of Baffin & Bylot Islands
18 Dec 2023 Wilson, from Hong Kong and a

Geography graduate of Hong Kong
Baptist University, shared insights from
his pioneering expeditions on climate
change and fragile ecosystems,
recognized as one of The Explorers
Club’s “50 Explorers Changing the
World” in 2022.

Dr Douglas Allan, FRPS, FRSGS,
PM, cameraman for Sir David
Attenborough, explored marine
biology, diving, filming charismatic
animals, and climate change impacts,
addressing polar bear safety, dive hole
tracking, whale communication, and
extreme photography challenges.

Robert Gibson & Natalie Chung
How bad is the Climate Change ‘problem’.
What did the December 2023 COP28 achieve?
17 Jan 2024

Robert Gibson and Natalie Chung
attended COP28 in Dubai in
December 2023, updating on climate
changes, COP28's UAE Consensus,
and future conferences in Baku and
Brazil.

Les Bird
Guided Tour of Tai O Village and The Former
Tai O Police Station
19 Jan 2024

Ali Ghorbani
Smartphone Photography Workshop
27 Jan 2024

A field trip led by esteemed author and
former marine police officer Les Bird,
who guided an exploration of Tai O
village, including a boat trip and stories
about the old rope ferry and Sun Jei
Bridge.

Photographer Ali Ghorbani led a
smartphone photography workshop,
where participants learned techniques
like Lighting, Focus, and Composition
before photographing Central.

Nicholas Tsao
Guided Tour of the Blue
House and viewing of
Chinese Papercutting
Workshop 
(A repeat of the previous trip)

27 Jan 2024

Tim Clissold
Ancient Words for the Modern Age
29 Nov 2023 Educated at Cambridge, Tim Clissold

showed RGS-HK members how the
unchanging Chinese written word links
past and present, revealing lessons from
ancient poems on modern issues.
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Events in 2024

Thomas Bird
Harmony Express: Finding the New China via a
3-year Railway Odyssey
31 Jan 2024 Thomas Bird, a popular 3-time speaker

at RGS-HK, embarked on a daunting
year-long train journey across China,
seeing it as "time-machines" linking
impoverished areas and megacities.

Hactl
Field Trip: A Visit to Hong Kong Air Cargo
Terminals (Hactl)
23 Feb 2024

WWF Guides
Field Trip: Guided tour
to Mai Po Nature
Reserve 
(A repeat of the previous trip)

24 Feb 2024

Les Bird
Photographic Chronicle and Guided Tour of
the island Tai Ah Chau.
25 Feb 2024

Simon Holliday & Michael Chung
Film Screening and Talk The Way of Water:
The Wartime Escape of Admiral Chan Chak
27 Feb 2024

In this event, film presenter Simon
Holliday screened his new
documentary about Admiral Chan
Chak's daring wartime escape,
highlighting pioneering swims in Hong
Kong waters.

Sally Bunker
Guided Exhibition Tour: Hong Kong’s Trees
and Flowers 
22 Feb 2024

David Allison
Fight your way out: The Extraordinary Story of
Japan's Invasion of India
28 Feb 2024 In his talk, David Allison, a lawyer

with degrees in Chinese studies and
Law, described how the British 50th
Indian Parachute Brigade, with only
300 troops, delayed the Japanese
advance into India during WW2 by a
week through intense hand-to-hand
combat.

After a few years' hiatus, the Royal
Geographical Society delighted in
organizing a return visit to Hong Kong
Air Cargo Terminals Limited (Hactl),
featuring tours of its state-of-the-art
facilities and Operations Control
Centre.

On this field trip, Les guided members
to the deserted Tai Ah Chau, exploring
the site of the former camp and visiting
the small shrines and graves of
Vietnamese refugees, revealing the
island's dark past.

Benedict Allen
The Ice Dogs: Crossing the Arctic with Dogs
5 Mar 2024

With his trademark humour and flair,
famous explorer Benedict Allen
recounted his harrowing 1,000-mile
sledge expedition through the Russian Far
East during a historic winter, detailing the
challenges of frostbite, bears, and
blizzards.

Simon Lorenz
The Orcas and Humpback Whales of Norway
6 Mar 2024

In this captivating talk, distinguished
nature photographer and shark expert
Simon Lorenz shared his experience as
the first to film feeding Fin Whales in
dark, icy waters and took the audience to
observe Orcas in northern Norway.

Marketa Moore
The Aral Sea: the Search for a Disappearing Sea
29 Jan 2024 Marketa Moore explored historic Silk

Road gems like Kiva and Samarkand but
focused on the Aral Sea disaster in
Uzbekistan's Karakalpakstan, sharing her
background from Czechoslovakia,
Beijing, Prague, and Hong Kong.
xplorers Changing the World” in 2022.

Sally introduced her journey to
becoming a botanical artist through her
original sketchbooks, showcasing her
numerous paintings of Hong Kong’s
trees and flowers in a guided tour.
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Events in 2024

Christian Havrehed
Did the Chinese, like the Vikings, visit America
pre-Columbus?
18 Mar 2024 In this captivating talk, Danish

researcher Christian Havrehed explored
the possibility that the Chinese may
have reached America before
Columbus, focusing on China's
maritime abilities from the Qin to Yuan
dynasties, and announced his 2234-
mile rowing expedition with Sun
Haibin in May 2024 to retrace Xu Fu's
route.

Stanley Shea
Overseas Field Trip:
Walking the ancient
Nakasendo Trail like an
Edo-era traveller 
8 Apr 2024

Mark O’Neil
The Man Who Made China a Literate nation 
11 Apr 2024

Mark O’Neil, a Hong Kong journalist
for over 30 years, recounted the story
of Zhou Youguang, who invented
pinyin, a romanization system that has
taught 1 billion Chinese to read since
1958.

Professor Jed Kaplan
Boat Field trip to Nine Pin
Islands & HK Geopark
including a hike into Mok Min
Sea Cave 
(A repeat of the previous trip)

28 Apr 2024

Philip Bowring
The Philippines: Piecing Together a Jigsaw State
27 Mar 2024

British journalist Philip Bowring
examined the Philippines' unique blend
of Austronesian roots and diverse
foreign influences, highlighting its
strategic importance in Southeast Asia
and how history and geography have
shaped its modern development.

Andrei Iwanowitsch
Documentary Film Showing "Ya, Andrei
Iwanowitsch: a Life" 
8 Apr 2024 This film highlights the harrowing

experiences of survivors like Andrei
Iwanowitsch, deported to Germany as a
forced laborer and imprisoned without
trial, reflecting on their resilience and
honoring their survival and liberation
during World War 2.

Marco Foehn
Hiking Field trip to
Lantau Island: Glories of
the Lantau Trail with a
private visit to Lung Tsai
Ng Yuen Chinese
landscaped garden
(A repeat of the previous trip)

21 Apr 2024

Patricia O’Sullivan
Here be Dragons
12 Mar 2024

Sally Bunker, FSBA
Guided Exhibition Tour:
Hong Kong's Trees and
Flowers 
(A repeat of the previous tour)

15 Mar 2024

Patricia O’Sullivan explored the
challenges faced by the British
administration in policing the newly
acquired New Territories and Islands,
highlighting cultural clashes and
misunderstandings as British Law was
imposed.

General Lord David Richards
"Taking Command" Gala Evening with General
Lord David Richards
11 Mar 2024 The Royal Geographical Society –

Hong Kong was honored to welcome
General Lord Richards, who discussed
the origins of global chaos from the
decline of Grand Strategy and
statecraft, addressing major wars and
latent conflicts.
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The RGS-HK welcomed author Mike Rowse as Guest of Honor, who shared his remarkable overland
journey to Hong Kong, covering 17 countries from 1971 to 1972, and discussed his distinguished public
service career. David Bellis also presented his 2014 collection, capturing a Hong Kong that has since
vanished, accompanied by captivating stories of the city's past. The evening also featured a Best Dressed
competition.

Silver Jubilee Quiz Dinner 2020
11 July 2020
The Society's Silver Jubilee quiz dinner at the Hong Kong Club featured 250 guests, a five-course buffet, and
valuable book prizes. The exciting quiz, split into 10 rounds, included questions from “O-level” topics to Hong
Kong history, with a special round dedicated to the past 25 years.

Silver Jubilee Gala Dinner 2020
21 November 2020

In honor of the Society's Silver Jubilee, RGS-HK welcomed three renowned speakers at a gala dinner at the
Hong Kong Club. Rebecca Lowe shared her 11,000km cycle journey from London to Tehran; Stephen
Venables discussed his historic solo ascent of Everest without oxygen; and Robin Hanbury-Tenison recounted
his 30 expeditions and efforts to save over 500 ethnic groups through Survival International.

Quiz Dinner 2021
25 September 2021
Over the past two years, the RGS-HK has continued its Annual Quiz Dinners, testing members’ geography
trivia knowledge across topics like history, food, and Hong Kong. The event featured group participation, a
5-course buffet dinner with drinks and wine, and provided an entertaining and thought-provoking evening.

Gala Dinner 2021
23 October 2021

Quiz Dinner 2022
11 June 2022
79 members and friends tested their knowledge at the annual RGS-HK Quiz Dinner, enjoying a night of
intriguing and challenging questions. The quiz featured diverse rounds, from True or False to themes
like movies, dog breeds, and Hong Kong, with even the most knowledgeable members tested by a map
identification challenge. The event included an aural music round blending new and old tunes and
offered plentiful prizes, including fascinating books. 

Gala Dinner 2022
22 Oct 2022

The RGS-HK was thrilled to welcome 180 members and friends to the Gala Dinner 2022. Historian
Philip Cracknell delved into the Battle of Hong Kong, discussing the ill-prepared defense and the
aftermath of the Japanese invasion and occupation until 1945. Photographer David Bellis captivated the
audience with his collection of photographs showcasing a vanished Hong Kong before, during, and after
the war. 

The RGS-HK was honored to welcome Michael Wood OBE and Nicholas Kitto as guests of honor for
the Annual Dinner 2022. Michael Wood presented a talk on his recent masterpiece, The Story of China,
exploring China's history and its relevance today. Nicholas Kitto showcased captivating photos from the
Treaty Ports era. The evening featured a complimentary drinks reception and a four-course banquet
dinner with wines at the esteemed Hong Kong Club. 

Annual Dinner 2022
19 November 2022

Stephen Venables OBE, Dr Robin Hanbury-Tenison OBE FLS and Rebecca Lowe

Mike Rowse and David Bellis

Philip Cracknell and David Bellis

Michael Wood and Nicholas Kitto
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King’s Coronation Gala Dinner 2023
6 May 2023
The Royal Geographical Society was delighted to host the King's Coronation Dinner Banquet, featuring a live stream of the Coronation
Procession and Service. Over 180 members and guests enjoyed a 5-course dinner, accompanied by the stirring renditions of the United
Kingdom and Chinese National Anthems.

Gala Ball with Benedict Allen 2023 
10 November 2023

With international travel back in full swing, we were delighted to invite members to go "Around the World in 80 Days" with Phileas Fogg
at our Gala Ball. The evening featured a sunset Champagne Reception overlooking the AMC Marina, followed by a special 5-course dinner
by the Shangri-la group's AMC. Guests enjoyed a night of Jazz, Dancing, a DJ, and lively entertainment, with a special appearance by
celebrity adventurer Benedict Allen, who shared amusing anecdotes from his global adventures.

Annual Dinner “Global Wars and Chaos” 2024
9 March 2024

The Royal Geographical Society – Hong Kong was honored to welcome General Lord Richards to speak on the
theme of our chaotic and dangerous world, from Ukraine to the Middle East, and the impact of the demise of Grand
Strategy, statesmanship, and statecraft. In his enlightening, controversial, and often amusing talk, General Richards
drew on his years of command experience across three continents, blending anecdote with description. 

Benedict Allen

General the Lord David Richards

Around 180 members and friends gathered at the Hong Kong Club for the first RGS-HK dinner of the year. The Society was thrilled to
welcome Adrian Hayes back. The evening featured two captivating talks by Adrian, covering his kite skiing expedition across Greenland and
his journey through the Empty Quarter. Guests also enjoyed an exhibition of thirteen exclusive maps from RGS-London.

Annual Dinner “Polar Opposites: From Ice Cap to Desert” 2023
25 February 2023
Adrian Hayes
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Schools benefited 2021 - 2022
Bhuddhist Wong Wan Tin College
CCC Kei Yuen College 
Caritas Ma On Shan Secondary School
Carmel School
Christian Alliance SW Chan Memorial School
David Li Kwok Po College 
De La Salle Secondary School
Discovery College 
Fanling Kay Yan College 
French International School
German Swiss International School
HK Academy
HKMA Li Kwok Po
Harrow International School
Kellett School
Kennedy School
Kwok Tak Seng Catholic School
Malvern College
Precious Blood Secondary School
SKH
The Hong Kong S.Y.C & I.A. Chan Nam
Chong Memorial College
Tsang Pik Shan Secondary School
Valtora College
West Island School
Ying Wah Girls School

Schools benefited 2020 - 2021
De La Salle Secondary School
Discovery College
Fanling Kau Yan College
French International School
German Swiss International School
Harrow International School
HKMA David Li Kwok Po College
Island School
Kellett School
Kennedy School
Kwok Tak Seng Catholic School
Malvern College
The Hong Kong S.Y.C. & I.A. Chan Nam
Chong Memorial College
Tsang Pik Shan Secondary School & Precious
Blood Secondary School

Schools Outreach Programme

RGS-HK runs a school Outreach Programme, through which it hosts educational events for local and international schools across Hong Kong. During the
academic year, RGS-HK holds 35+ such events and reaches over 4500 students, which allows students to learn from speakers within the Society’s main
programme.

The School Outreach Programme gives students the opportunity to meet and hear from distinguished speakers of various geographical backgrounds, ranging
from environmentalists to explorers, academic geographers to adventurers. These speakers engage with pupils through inspiring stories about their captivating
experiences. Despite some talks being held online, students were able to “raise their hands” and were able to interact with the speaker dynamically.

Schools benefited 2022 - 2023
America School Hong Kong
CCC Kei Yuen College
Christian Alliance SW Chan Memorial School
French International School
Harrow Hong Kong
Kellett School
Malvern College
SKH All Saints Middle School
SKH Lam Woo Memorial School
SW Chan Memorial College
Ying Wa Girls School

Schools benefited 2023 - 2024
Ching Chung Secondary School
ESF Quarry Bay School
German Swiss International School
Harrow International School
Ho Chuen Yiu Memorial College
ISF Academy
Island School
Kellet School
Kennedy School
Lui Ming Choi Secondary School
Malvern College
Peak School
Po Kok Secondary School
Renaissance College
S.K.H Tsoi Kung Po Secondary School
West Island School
Wong Fung Ling College
Wycombe Abbey
Ying Wah Girls’ School
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Hong Kong Scholarships
The Royal Geographical Society - Hong Kong gives a number of scholarships during the course of each year. We are delighted to announce the awards: 

2020 - 2021
Major Post-Graduate Award for Doctoral Research
 

Lu Hao (University of Exeter)
“Sustainable conservation of vernacular heritage in Chinese
villages: Case Studies of Jiangxi and Hubei Provinces”

Undergraduate or Master’s Degree Research
Awards for Hong Kong Universities
 

Marco, Chan Kin Yau (Hong Kong Baptist University)
“Extreme temperature in Hong Kong: the role of EI Nino-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO)”
 

Leo, Yau Yu Chun (Hong Kong Baptist University)
“Mann-Kendall trend of meteorological parameters in Hong Kong
with a correlation study between the parameters and ENSO/ PDO
using regression approach”
 

Alfred, Kwok Ka Shun (Hong Kong Baptist
University)
“The relationship between sea-level rises, tropical cyclones, storm
surges and the casualties in Hong Kong”
 

Cherry, Hui Wai Tung (Hong Kong Baptist
University)
“Sedimentation Study of Tong Fuk Beach”
 

Chan Man Yu (The Chinese University of Hong
Kong)
“Comparison between the undisturbed and the burnt area at Luk
Chau Shan regarding the soil properties and vegetation community”

An award was also made to:
The Geographical, Geological & Archaeological Society of
Hong Kong University to support their activities

Medals and Awards 2021
Since 1832, The Royal Geographical Society’s annual medals
and awards have recognized outstanding achievements in
geography. This year, the medals and awards recognised 23
different people or organisations for their outstanding
contributions to geographical research, fieldwork, teaching
and public engagement. The Society’s two Royal Medals, the
Founder’s Medal and Patron’s Medal, are among the highest
honours of their kind in the world. The Founder’s Medal was
awarded to Andy Eavis for his significant contribution in
leading speleological expeditions, exploring and recording
some of the largest caves in the world for over 50 years. The
Patron’s Medal was awarded to Dr Rita Gardner CBE for
the widespread advancement of geography across its sub-
disciplines through her Directorship of the Royal
Geographical Society (with IBG). Furthermore, David
Coulson, a RGS-HK speaker for "The Rock Art of Africa”,
was awarded the Cherry Kearton Medal and Award this year.
This was due to his provision of outstanding resources
through his photographic work, thus, enabling a better
understanding of African Rock Art.

2021 - 2022
Major Post-Graduate Award for Doctoral Research 

Guo Junwanguo (University of Southampton)
“Industrial Evolution in the Context of Developing Countries Reconsidered: A Study of E-
waste Industrial Growth Paths in China”

Undergraduate or Master’s Degree Research Awards for Hong Kong
Universities

Lee Wing Ki (The University of Hong Kong)
“Light, Darkness and Sense of Place in Contemporary Hong Kong”

Lung Yan (The University of Hong Kong)
“Neighbourhood Change, Gentrification and Social Injustice: A Research of Tai Nam Street,
Sham Shui Po”

Poon Kylie Yuet Ning (The University of Hong Kong)
“Upgrading Without Uprooting? An Investigation on the Impacts of Urban Renewal upon Sai
Ying Pun, Hong Kong”

Choi Yuen Lam Katrina (The University of Hong Kong)
“Ecosystem Services and Mental Health Benefits of Urban Parks in the Densely Populated
City”

Fung Ka Yin (The University of Hong Kong)
“Investigation of Urban Structure Influence on Temperature by Using CoWIN Network Data”

2022 - 2023
Undergraduate or Master’s Degree Research Awards for Hong Kong
Universities

Dong Wenjing (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)
“Changes in Mangrove Soil Respiration Under Increasing Temperature: A Case Study of Mai
Po Nature Reserve”

Leung Yan Long (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)
“The Effect of Sea Level Rise on Beach Systems: Are We Ready for It?”

Ip Chun Kit (Hong Kong Baptist University)

Tong Suk Yue (Hong Kong Baptist University)

Leong Chun Man Dixon (Hong Kong Baptist University)

2023 - 2024
Undergraduate or Master’s Degree Research Awards for Hong Kong
Universities

Ren Ziqiu (University of Manchester)
“Filming Everyday Spatiotemporal Patterns: Food Markets as Infrastructural Nodes in the
Chinese Urban Context”

Xiaowen Zhan (University of Manchester)
“The Environmental Justice Implications of Nature-based Solutions: a case study of Sponge
City programmmes in two Chinese cities”

Wong Kwan Ting Christy (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)
“Evaluating the importance of educational briefing on reducing negatuve impacts to coral by
SCUBA divers in Hong Kong”
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About RGS
Established in 1995, RGS-HK is open to all
nationalities and ages. It provides a forum for
members to meet and listen to leading local and
international speakers from the worlds of geography,
history, exploration, travel, research, Asian studies and
conservation.

RGS-HK holds over 100 events each year, including
talks, special events, dinners and field trips, and
publishes a Review. Previous speakers at talks include
the Polar explorer Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the
mountaineers Sir Chris Bonington and Adrian Hayes,
the famous explorers Benedict Allen and Robin
Hanbury-Tenison, primate expert Dame Jane Goodall,
Hong Kong explorer Paul Niel, author William
Dalrymple and many others. The society’s special
events include the Annual Quiz Dinner and Gala
Dinner.

The branch also runs a Schools Outreach Programme,
through which it hosts educational events at schools
throughout Hong Kong.

Since its inception, RGS-HK has also strived to assist
geographical research in the greater China region. In
addition to serving as a point of contact for
geographical academia interested in the region, the
RGS-HK awards multiple scholarships yearly. The
RGS-HK also runs the Hong Kong Young Geographer
of the Year competition. 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY- HONG KONG
GPO BOX 6681, Hong Kong

Tel: 2583 9700
Fax: 2140 6000
E-mail: events@rgshk.org.hk  
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This report is the Annual Review of the
Royal Geographical Society - Hong
Kong for the year end 31 March 2021
and 31 March 2024. 

Contact RGS-HK via social media

@RGSHK

@rgs_hk

To receive more updated
information, please follow and

support RGS-HK on social media!
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