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expansion of Mongol territory, which would grow 

from a collection of fragmented segments of the 

Central Asian steppes to key trading routes crossing 

a land area as large as the African continent, all 

within the span of a few decades. However, in a 

fascinating study published by the Proceedings of 

the National Academy of Science of the United 

States of America (PNAS), it has been revealed 

that the rapid rise and success of the Mongol 

Empire may have been deeply influenced by 

favourable climatic conditions that coincided with 

Genghis Khan’s rule. Through tree-ring analysis, 

scientists have identified an extraordinary 15-year 

period of bountiful rains and mild temperatures 

between 1211 and 1225 – a period marked by 

the expansion of the Mongols under the rule of 

Genghis Khan – on what are usually cold and arid 

Mongol steppes. The distinctive timing of such 

beneficial weather conditions poses a challenge to 

the traditional view of Genghis Khan as the prime 

driving force behind the monumental growth of the 

Mongol Empire. 

Mongol Rule 

From 1206, the Mongol Empire began to grow 

rapidly in all directions under the rule of Genghis 

Khan and his successors. Within a span of just 50 

years, the map of Eurasia had irrevocably changed: 

20 states had disappeared, namely the Jin and 

Khwarazmian Empires, and Eurasia was more 

integrated than ever. However, the Mongol Empire 

was not marked by centralised, administrative 

control as per the conventional meaning of ‘empire’ 

today. Instead, the Mongol Empire consisted of a 

series of East-West, North-South trading routes held 

together by military domination. 

Old Trees: A Living Glimpse  
into the Past 

Starting in the early 19th Century, for example with 

Oxford University from 1814 onwards, scientists 

started to keep detailed records of climatic 

conditions measured by meteorological instruments. 

Information about climatic conditions before the 

19th Century, though, is more obscure. However, 

the rapidly expanding fields of dendrochronology, 

tree-ring dating, and dendroclimatology, the 

analysis of tree-rings for past climate data, are 

beginning to provide remarkably complete pictures 

of climate variations over the centuries. Trees, 

among their myriad other functions, serve as natural 

recording devices for climatic events. 

As trees age, they form new distinctive rings 

which grow outwards from the centre, and every 

year, these rings form a circle. Each ring stores 

information about the precipitation, temperature, 

and the other climate variables of that year. This 

information can be deciphered by looking at the 

width of each ring. During warm and wet years, 

growing conditions are optimal and wide tree-

rings form. Conversely, tree-rings are narrower 

when conditions for growth are harsh and dry. 
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By analysing the width of tree-rings, scientists 

can access an organic archive of past climate 

conditions that provides unique insight into 

the relationship between the natural world and 

civilisations that are now thousands of years old. 

In the PNAS study, tree-ring scientists Neil 

Pederson of Columbia University and Amy Hessl 

of West Virginia University present a precise 

chronology of local climatic conditions on the 

Mongol steppes from the year 900 to the present, 

based on the ring formations of ancient Siberian 

pine (Pinus sibirica) trees. Their results show that 

between 1211 and 1225, the Mongol steppe 

experienced an extraordinary pluvial, a prolonged 

period of above-average moisture, that has not 

been repeated at any other time over the last 1,110 

years. The Drs Pederson and Hessl argue that it 

was not coincidental that this 15-year period of 

exceptionally beneficial weather coincided with 

the expansion of the Mongols under the rule of 

Genghis Khan. Indeed, the distinct time frame of 

this rare weather event indicates the substantive 

role that the climate played in the rise and spread 

of the Mongol Empire. 

Rain and Political Unity 

At the time of Genghis Khan, the Mongols relied 

on the productivity of the grasslands to provide 

food, shelter and mobility. As pastoralists, they 

required abundant grass and water to sustain 

their flocks of sheep, horses and other animals 

that formed the backbone of their livelihoods. As 

such, the inhospitable conditions on the Mongol 

steppes were a major cause of recurrent political 

fracturing. 

Before the rise of the Mongol Empire at the 

beginning of the 13th century, tree-ring data 

indicates that the Mongol steppes experienced 

a period of particularly severe drought from the 

1180s to 1200. Perhaps not surprisingly, this period 

was characterised by extreme political instability, 

continuous warfare and the deterioration of 

established hierarchies. Competition for food and 

resources further entrenched social divisions. Thus, 

the arrival of a 15-year pluvial in 1211 offered an 

unprecedented opportunity to rising leaders. As the 

wet and warm conditions made for unusually lush 

and verdant grasslands, livestock multiplied and 

competition for resources subsided. In this way, the 

pluvial created the ideal conditions for Genghis 

Khan to unify the Mongols and concentrate power. 

Further, tree-ring data indicates that the pluvial 

enhanced agricultural productivity, and thereby 

carrying capacity, particularly in the Orkhon Valley 

region in Mongolia. The fact that Genghis Khan 

moved the capital of the Empire from the Onon 

River in Khentii Province, Mongolia to Karakorum 

in the Orkhon Valley in 1220 therefore supports the 

hypothesis that the pluvial was a determining factor 

in the rise and spread of the Empire. It is likely that 

Genghis Khan positioned himself in the Orkhon 

Valley to capitalise on the bountiful resources that 

the pluvial offered. 

More Grass, More Horses, More Power 

Besides allowing Genghis Khan to create a strong 

and unified centre, the pluvial also enabled military 

mobilisation and facilitated the construction of a 

sophisticated politico-military state. First, abundant 
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grasses increased the number of horses, 

which formed the backbone of the 

Mongol military and made conquest 

possible. Secondly, as each Mongol 

warrior required at least five horses, 

only with the additional grass brought 

by the pluvial could the military 

maintain enough fodder for the horses 

to keep up with the astounding rate 

of Mongol expansion. Further, the 

increased agricultural productivity yielded greater 

military manpower by releasing agricultural labour 

which Genghis Khan was able to mobilise as an 

army of over 1 million men. 

The Mongol Empire: A Force of  
Mother Nature or Genghis Khan?

Evidencing a transition from extreme drought to 

plentiful moisture, and thereby facilitating the 

transition from continuous warfare to political 

unity, the tree-ring data offers a new explanation as 

to why small bands of fractured nomadic horsemen 

united to form the beginnings of an empire in the 

early 13th century. It points to the role  the climate 

has often played in facilitating or even instigating 

human events. Indeed, it is entirely possible that 

without the bountiful rains and mild temperatures, 

the Mongols would have lacked the resources to 

stretch their reach from Korea to Poland within 

decades. 

However beneficial the climatic conditions may 

have been, it was Genghis Khan who martialled 

the additional supply of horses to form one of the 

strongest cavalry forces of the ancient world. As Dr 

Hessl argues, it was Genghis Khan who was able 

to ride the wave of good weather, harnessing the 

unusual plant productivity into horsepower. 

Tree-ring analysis has revealed an additional 

explanation for the remarkable rate of Mongol 

expansion during the 13th century, and has 

provided a new means by which scientists can 

fine-tune their exploration of how past climates 

have shaped human societies. 

P U B L I C AT I O N S

The Royal Geographical Society produces a wide 

variety of publications, covering many aspects 

of its activities, from research and education to 

expeditions and the collections. These include three 

learned journals, The Geographical Journal, which 

has been published since 1893 and is the Society’s 

journal of record, Transactions of the Institute 

of British Geographers, which leads the citation 

index for all social science journals worldwide, 

and Area, which publishes emerging geographical 

research. Further details of these journals may 

be obtained either from the office or online at 

www.rgs.org/OurWork/Publications/Publications.

htm. The Society’s most popular publication is 

the colourful monthly magazine, Geographical, 

which features topical issues and exciting accounts 

from far-flung locations. Geographical presents 

geography in its broadest sense, with exciting and 

beautifully illustrated articles on people, places, 

adventure, travel, history, technology, science and 

environmental issues. Members are encouraged to 

subscribe to Geographical and further information 

or subscriptions may be arranged by contacting the 

office or visiting www.geographical.co.uk. 
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2 April 2017

Guided Tour to Mai Po

Members were invited on a guided tour of the Mai 

Po Marshes to catch a glimpse of its fascinating 

biodiversity scene. As thousands of migratory birds 

visit the Mai Po and Deep Water Bay area every 

year before heading North to breed, members were 

able to witness a part of their journey. 

10 April 2017

Brad Bestelink
Film Screening: “25 Years of Wildlife 
Filming in Botswana”

In this screening, 

renowned director 

and f i lm maker 

B rad  Bes t e l i nk 

looked back on 

his  25 years  of 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n 

wildlife filming in the Botswanan bush and shared 

clips from some of his most famous works. Mr 

Bestelink also discussed wildlife conservation as 

the central motive for, and message of, his films. 

20 Apr 2017

Professor Robert Bickers, Chair Professor of 
History at University of Bristol
Out of China: How China Ended the Era 
of Western Domination

Professor Robert Bickers, Chair Professor of History 

at the University of Bristol, spoke about the history 

of Western influence 

in  Chinese  soc ie ty 

o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w o 

centuries. The lecture 

traced 120 years of 

Chinese relations with 

foreign powers, and 

underscored the role 

of these relations in 

shaping China’s ‘new’ 

nationalism.  

25 April 2017 

Marc Progin
Mongolia: Nomads, Caravans and 
Migrations: A Spatial Odyssey Back in 
Time

In this talk, traveller and photographer Marc 

Progin recounted his latest cultural expedition to 

Mongolia and discussed how his expedition led 

him to traverse not only across the Mongolian 

landscape, but also across Mongolian history, in 

search of Mongolia’s ancient civilisations, empires 

and cultures. Mr Progin reflected on his journey 

through 20 millennia, detailing his encounters with 

anthropomorphic statues, megaliths and various 

other Mongolian relics. 
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29 April 2017

Dr Martin Williams
Field Trip Yi O Historic Village and Pui O 
Paddy Fields with a Tour of Tai O Heritage 
Hotel on Lantau Island

Dr Martin Williams led a trek through two sites on 

Lantau Island, Yi O on the west coast and Pui O on 

the southeast, offering members the opportunity to 

experience local wildlife and witness untouched 

local architecture. At Yi O, members were able 

to view the most extensive rice paddy in Hong 

Kong as well as some migratory birds, such as the 

endangered Yellow-breasted Bunting. On Pui O, 

members visited Hong Kong’s main herd of feral 

water buffalo. The fieldtrip also included a tour of 

the Tai O Heritage Hotel that dates back to 1902 

and hosts nine colonial-style rooms. 

9 May 2017

Dr David Gething
Hit the Ground Running: 7 Marathons on 
7 Continents in 7 Days

Dr David Gething recounted his dual-world-

record breaking win of the World Marathon 

Championship, encompassing seven marathons 

on seven continents in seven days, and the events 

leading up to that journey. He accomplished this 

feat as part of his personal mission to transform 

himself into a world class athlete, starting 

from scratch to eventually competing at world 

championship levels in Ironman triathlons, 

marathons and ultramarathons. 

13 May 2017 

Smriti Safaya
Boat Field Trip to Tung Ping Chau

Smriti Safaya, a well-known Tung Ping Chau 

enthusiast, led a field trip to one of Hong Kong’s 

most remote and geologically unique islands. 

Members experienced the natural wonders of Tung 

Ping Chau as they walked atop its 60 million year 

old sedimentary rocks. Members also witnessed 

the effects of rural depopulation as they explored 

the remnants of villages that have been abandoned 

since the 1950s.  

16 May 2017

Henry Dallal
The Nobility of Equine Pageantry

Decorated Royal and horse photographer Henry 

Dallal displayed some of his most famous 
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photographs, and spoke of his 17 years of 

experience in photographing Royalty, world leaders 

and cavalry regiments worldwide. Mr Dallal’s 

images ranged from the House of Windsor to the 

Horse Warriors of Rajasthan. 

18 May 2017

Adrian Hayes
To the Ends of the Earth

Adrian Hayes, a double world-record explorer and 

adventurer, recounted his conquest of the Earth’s 

three extremes of altitude and latitude: the North 

Pole, South Pole and Mt Everest. He also discussed 

the trials and glories of his other adventures, such 

as his vertical-crossing of the Greenland ice cap 

and his crossing of the Arabian Desert by camel. 

22 May 2017

Peter Gordon and Juan Jose Morales
The Silver Way: China, Spain & 
South America and the Beginning of 
Globalisation

Messrs Gordon and Morales discussed the “Silver 

Way” – an early trading route that played a central 

role in the birth of globalisation. They traced the 

roots of the Silver Way back to the centuries-old 

relationship between Mexico City, Manila and 

Guangzhou, and how this trade circled the globe. 

They explained how it continues to impact present 

day economics and politics. Messrs Gordon and 

Morales stressed the need to re-establish the 

role of the Silver Way in Chinese economic and 

cultural history, as they argued that it has direct 

consequences for our understanding of China today. 

23 May 2017

Dr Katrina Nakamura
Modern Slavery in the Illicit Seafood 
Industry: The Labour Safe Screen

Dr Katrina Nakamura 

discussed the worrying 

role of modern slavery in 

today’s seafood industry, 

and explained how long 

and fragmented supply 

chains act to sustain this 

illicit side of the seafood 

business. Dr Nakamura also discussed the ways in 

which food companies can use screening methods 

to uncover the risk of forced labour at the base 

of their supply chains in order to prevent labour 

violations in the future. 

5 June 2017

Erik Mararv, Manager of Garamba 
National Park, Congo, Josias Mungabwa, 
Office of the Zambian Wildlife Authority 
and Cheryl Lo, the Senior Wildlife Crime 
Officer at WWF Hong Kong
On the Frontline Against Poachers: 
Fighting to Protect the Elephants of Africa

Erik Mararv, Josias Mungabwa and Cheryl Lo 

discussed the elephant poaching crisis in Africa 
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Annual Geographical Quiz Dinner
2 June 2017

Members tested out the calibre of their geography trivia knowledge against questions prepared by the RGS team on 

an evening of food, drinks and fun. The event, as usual, was entertaining, challenging and thought-provoking, with 

questions ranging from O-level to tiebreakers.  

In teams of 12, members were tested on all aspects of geography and exploration, from the Komodo Dragon to the 

peaks of Hong Kong. Members also enjoyed a sumptuous five-course buffet dinner with wine at the Hong Kong Club 

in Central. 
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and its connection to the Hong Kong ivory trade. 

Messrs Mararv and Mungabwa spoke about the 

constant and dangerous battle they face against 

poachers and poaching-linked crime syndicates in 

the fight to protect African elephants. Ms Lo then 

discussed the link between the Hong Kong ivory 

trade and the poaching crisis in Africa, and gave an 

update on Hong Kong’s then-proposed – and since 

adopted – ivory ban and the challenges it faced. 

14 June 2017

Markus Pukonen
Routes of Change: Five-Years Around the 
Planet Without a Motor

Named one of Canada’s top modern-day explorers, 

Markus Pukonen delivered a talk about his five-

year, 80,000km journey circumnavigating the 

planet without the use of a motor. Mr Pukonen had 

hand-cycled, pogo-sticked, skied, rafted and sailed 

his way across Canada and the Pacific Ocean to 

reach Hong Kong. Mr Pukonen also discussed 

environmental and social justice movements, and 

cited them as the motivation behind his motor-less 

expedition. 

15 Jun 2017

Parvaneh Kazemi
From Veil to Peak: One Woman’s Journey 
from Islamic Iran to Scaling Everest

In this captivating lecture, Parvaneh Kazemi 

described her transformation from a mathematics 

teacher in Tehran to one of the world’s greatest 

female mountaineers at age 32. She detailed her 

mountaineering achievements across the world, 

including being the first woman to climb both Mt 

Everest and Lhotse in a single week. Ms Kazemi 

also discussed how she was able to overcome the 

prejudices of her native home Iran to become a 

world-class female mountaineer. 

19 June 2017

Andrea Oschetti
Patagonia: A Journey to the End of the 
World

Andrea Oschetti recounted his hike to the ‘end of 

the world’ in Patagonia, on his quest to re-enact 

the voyages of his heroes, Mallegan and Darwin. 

He recalled the extraordinary scenery he witnessed 

during his drives through historical routes and his 

treks through the wild landscapes of the southern 

Antarctic tundra and the Magellanic forest. 
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22 June 2017

Dr Jeffrey Wasserstrom
Making Sense of Modern Chinese History: 
What Everyone Needs to Know

Dr Jeffrey Wasserstrom, one of the world’s foremost 

China experts, discussed the main themes and 

recurring patterns in contemporary Chinese history 

from the Qing Dynasty up to the present day. He 

looked at how ideas about China’s past have been 

used, abused, reworked and repurposed by both 

Chinese leaders and opponents from 1900 to today, 

in a new and intriguing way. 

23 June 2017

Thomas Friedman
Thriving in 2017’s Accelerating World

Thomas Friedman, a three-time Pulitzer Prize 

winner, shed light on the planet’s three largest 

forces for change – globalisation, technological 

advancements and climate change – and explained 

how these forces shape how people live in the 21st 

century. He described how his extensive travels 

and enlightening interactions with engineers, 

politicians and social innovators have helped him 

to understand how the lifestyle of contemporary 

society impacts people all over the world, both rich 

and poor.

28 Jun 2017

Nathan Gray
Adventures on the Great Wall

Lawyer and journalist Nathan Gray spoke about 

his 4,000km trek along the Great Wall of China 

and the various companions he walked with: a 

Buddhist monk from Singapore, a recording artist 

from Italy, a photo journalist from Argentina and 

a Mormon golfer from New Zealand. Mr Gray 

recounted the adventures and trials the group faced 

during their trek, including blizzards, starvation, 

and police and army detention. Based on insights 

from his journey, Mr Gray also discussed current 

and future environmental challenges that pose a 

challenge to the way we live today. 

5 July 2017

Huw Kingston
The Mediterranean: Circumnavigating 
17 Countries of the Middle Sea by Bike, 
Kayak, Rowing and on Foot

Huw Kingston spoke of his 14,000km and 

17 - coun t r y  l ong  exped i t i on  a round  t he 

Mediterranean Sea to commemorate the Anzac 

Centenary and raise funds for children in Syria. 

Mr Kingston recounted the challenges he had to 

overcome during his expedition, including politics, 

terrorism, border protection and unpredictable 

weather; but he also recounted the benefits of 
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the trip, including climbing Mount Blanc and 

the extraordinary landscapes he witnessed while 

circumnavigating the Mediterranean sea.  

11 July 2017

Field Trip: A Visit to Hong Kong Air 
Cargo Terminals (HACTL)

Members participated in a tour of the state of the 

art air cargo terminal at Hong Kong International 

Airport (HKIA). As the largest multi-level air cargo 

terminal in the world, HACTL handles up to 3.5 

million tonnes of air cargo every year, and over a 

million data transactions per day. Members were 

able to witness the efficient operations, unique 

facilities and innovative technologies that are 

required to maintain cargo demands at HKIA. 

17 July 2017

Professor Stephen Blackmore cbe vmh frse, 
The Queen’s Botanist and Chairman of 
Botanic Gardens International
Lessons for the Planet from the Hong 
Kong Countryside

Professor Stephen Blackmore discussed the 

successful reforestation of Hong Kong that occurred 

between his time as a schoolboy in Hong Kong 

during the 1960s, and Hong Kong as it is today. He 

argued that Hong Kong’s reforestation should lead 

as an example for other urban centres around the 

world, as increasing forest cover and protecting 

biodiversity in populated urban areas is vital to the 

wellbeing of the earth’s ecosystem. 

27 July 2017

Thomas Bird & Harvey Thomlinson
Luoyang: In Search of China’s Ancient 
Capital

Thomas Bird, photographer and writer on East Asia, 

and Harvey Thomlinson, sinologist, spoke about 

their discoveries in the historic city of Luoyang in 

Henan Province, which was once the capital of 

13 dynasties and 97 emperors. Now an industrial 

city, Luoyang’s legacy as the centre of the ancient 

Chinese world is largely forgotten. Messrs Bird and 

Thomlinson recounted their endeavour to retrace 

Chinese history across the millennia, to illuminate 

the forgotten beginnings of Chinese culture in 

Luoyang. 
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28 August 2017

Huang Hongxiang
Film Screening: ‘The Ivory Game’

I n v e s t i g a t i v e 

journalist, activist and 

entrepreneur Huang 

Hongxiang presented 

the documentary film 

“The Ivory Game,” 

wh i ch  u n c ove r e d 

the dark and sinister 

i n d u s t r y  o f  i vo r y 

trafficking between 

China and Af r ica . 

Filmed undercover 

for 16 months across three continents, the film 

investigated how hundreds of tons of illegal ivory 

are shipped into Mainland China annually through 

transit hubs such as Vietnam, Thailand and Hong 

Kong, to be sold on the black market to dealers and 

private collectors. The screening was followed by a 

question and answer session with Mr Huang. 

5 September 2017

Michael Vatikiotis
Southeast Asia in a State of Flux: Why 
One of the World’s Fastest Growing 
Regions is Also a Place of Conflict?

I n  th i s  l ec tu re ,  Dr  Michae l  Va t i k io t i s ,  a 

distinguished commentator and journalist on 

Southeast Asia, explored the roots and nature of 

conflict in Southeast Asia. He offered an alternative 

and realistic view of the region, and argued that 

Southeast Asia’s material progress goes hand in 

hand with its ability to perpetuate conflict.  

7 September 2017

Stefaan Poortman & Li Kuanghan of the 
Global Heritage Fund
Preserving China’s Ancient Buildings

Stefaan Poortman and Li Kuanghan of the Global 

Heritage Fund discussed the fund’s endeavour to 

preserve, conserve and restore protected heritage 

sites in China, particularly focusing on Lijiang, 

Foguang Temple, Pingyao Ancient City and Dali 

Dong Village in Guizhou. They detailed how the 

Global Heritage Fund secures community benefits 

through the preservation of sites and traditions, 

and argued for the importance of preserving 

heritage sites in terms of community and economic 

development.   

9 September 2017

John McDermott
5th Annual Photography Masterclass and 
Competition

Members were invited to take part in a photography 

masterclass and competition with world renowned 

photographer John McDermott. Mr McDermott is 

best known for his use of infrared film to produce 

dreamlike black and white landscapes of Southeast 

Asian temples. During the competition, members 

submitted their best photographs to be critiqued by 

Mr McDermott, and awards were given to the best 

photographers. 
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12 September 2017

Professor Gordon Mathews
Chungking Mansions: A Ghetto at the 
Centre of the World

In this riveting lecture, Professor Gordon Mathews 

discussed what may be the most globalised 

building in Hong Kong. Referred to by Professor 

Mathews as “a ghetto at the centre of the world,” 

Chungking Mansions is a dilapidated seventeen-

storey building that is comprised of many 

independent low-budget shops, hotels and other 

services that are run by residents of over 130 

nationalities, mostly from sub-Saharan Africa and 

South Asia. With enthralling anecdotes, Professor 

Mathews highlighted Chungking Mansion’s double 

role in both Hong Kong’s shadowy background and 

Hong Kong’s international foreground. 

13 September 2017

Sir Ranulph Fiennes
“Mind Over Matter”: A Luncheon with 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the World’s Greatest 
Explorer

The World’s Greatest Explorer, 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes described 

his extraordinary experiences, 

from climbing Mt Everest to 

walking both poles and raising 

millions for charity. Sir Ranulph 

also discussed his future aims 

for the exciting Global Reach Challenge, his most 

recent expedition, in which he hoped to become 

the first person in the world to cross both polar ice 

caps and climb the Seven Summits.

14 September 2017

Professor Rachel Murphy
Labour Migration in China:  
The Effects on the Families of the Children 
“Left Behind”

Professor Rachel Murphy, Professor of Chinese 

Development and Society at the University of 

Oxford, discussed the phenomenon by which 

millions of Chinese children are being “left 

behind” due to labour migration in China, and the 

issues that these children face. Professor Murphy 

detailed the effects of parent-child separation 

on the emotional and educational development 

of Chinese children, and argued that children 

offer fresh and valuable insights into the forces of 

migration. 

17 September 2017

Smriti Safaya
Boat Field Trip to Tung Ping Chau

The RGS was thrilled to welcome back Smitri 

Safaya to lead the second trip of the year to Tung 

Ping Chau Island. As one of the most geologically 

unique islands in Hong Kong, members were able 

to explore the island’s many natural wonders, 

including its 60 million year old sedimentary 

rock. Members also witnessed the effects of rural 

depopulation as they explored remnants of villages 

that have been abandoned since the 1950s. 
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Annual Dinner
18 November 2017

with Professor Brian Cox frs obe

The Royal Geographical Society - Hong Kong was 

honoured to invite Professor Brian Cox as a Guest of 

Honour for the Society’s 21st Annual Dinner, celebrating 

a new page in the society’s rich history.

Professor Cox, science presenter, Physics professor and even former pop star, holds the record for the ‘Most tickets 

sold for a science tour’ and has been awarded the Kelvin Prize and the Michael Faraday Prize for his excellence in the 

field of physics and science communication. He was also the host of the BBC’s notable ‘Wonders of the Solar System,’ 

and has published several popular science bestsellers such as ‘Why Does E=mc2 (And Why We Should Care)’ and ‘The 

Quantum Universe’. 

Professor Cox gave a fascinating talk on the wonders of the universe, explaining how large matter bends the space-

time continuum. He also gave input into contemporary debates surrounding the likelihood of life on faraway planets, 

discussing the harsh conditions for life on Mars. 



The Globe • 2018     15

E V E N T S  I N  2 0 1 8

Gala Dinner
15 March 2018 

with Sir Chris Bonington cvo cbe

The Royal Geographical Society- Hong Kong was 

thrilled to welcome back Sir Chris Bonington as 

the Guest of Honour for the Society’s Annual Gala 

Dinner. Sir Chris, one of the greatest mountaineers 

in history, is also an eloquent broadcaster and the 

author of many bestselling titles including ‘Ascent’ 

and ‘I chose to Climb’. He has received many 

prestigious awards including the Founder’s Medal 

of the Royal Geographical Society and has been a Patron of Outward Bound, the President of the Alpine Club, the 

Deputy Lieutenant of Cumbria and the Chancellor of Lancaster University.

During the dinner, Sir Chris lectured on: ‘I Chose to Climb: Celebrating 70 years of Expeditions to the World’s 

Greatest Peaks’. He looked back on his seven decades of travel and adventure across the globe, and detailed his most 

memorable climbs, from his unforgettable first climb of the Old Man of Hoy in the early 1950s, to his monumental 

descent from The Ogre in the late 1970s. With a gallery of photographs of spectacular mountain-top scenery, Sir Chris 

recounted his triumphs and tragedies, and shared the motivations behind his relentless determination to climb and 

conquer the magnificent giants of the mountains. 



16     The Globe • 2018

E V E N T S  I N  2 0 1 8

19 September 2017

Louise Joubert
Saving the Last Rhinos of Africa

In this lecture, Louise Joubert discussed the future 

of rhinoceroses as an endangered species of Africa. 

Though rhinos were brought back from the brink 

of extinction in 1953, their numbers have started 

to plummet again, owing to the 6,000% spike 

in poaching in the last decade alone. Ms Joubert 

argued that corruption and a lack of government 

efficiency have contributed to the crisis, and that 

the rhino crisis needs to be approached in a new 

way if the species is going to be saved.  

20 September 2017

David Leffman
The Mercenary Mandarin

David Leffman told 

the extraordinary 

story of Victorian 

British adventurer 

Wil l iam Mesny, 

who spent most of 

his life in China 

smuggling goods 

a n d  d e a l i n g  i n 

a rms ,  and  who 

even eventually 

became a decorated general in the Qing military. 

Mr Leffman chronicled the interesting life of this 

elusive mercenary, recalling his impressive escapes 

as well his achievements in Chinese exploration 

and architecture, against all odds.

21 September 2017

Lord Chris Patten
Ideology Replaced by Identity:  
How Will Peace and Prosperity Survive?

The last Governor 

of  Hong Kong, 

Lord Chris Patten, 

discussed the role 

of capitalism and 

communism in 

today’s society, as he reflected on his experiences 

growing up in a political climate where East and 

West were strongly divided by ideology. Lord 

Patten argued that the East and West are now 

becoming increasingly separated by identity rather 

than previous ideological divisions, and posed 

the question of whether or not this shift to identity 

politics poses a threat to international co-operation 

in the 21st century. 

26 September 2017

David Coulson
The Rock Art of Africa: 25,000 Years of 
World History and Climate Change on 
the World’s Biggest Canvas

David Coulson told the story of what is perhaps 

the world’s most ancient art on the world’s most 

extensive canvas, African rock art. Through his 

lecture, Mr Coulson reflected on the most amusing 

experiences and fascinating discoveries he made 

whilst on the quest of uncovering some of Africa’s 

oldest masterpieces. 
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27 September 2017

Behind the Scenes of Hong Kong 
International Airport (HKIA)

The RGS offered members an exciting ‘behind the 

scenes’ tour of the Hong Kong International Airport. 

The HKIA has been ranked the 10th busiest airport 

in the world, and is consistently rated as one of the 

best. More than 100 airlines operate flights from 

the airport to over 180 cities across the globe with 

over 60 million passengers annually. Members had 

the chance to explore the airport’s vast terminals, 

and discover the secrets of its impressive efficiency. 

19 October 2017

Richard Field
The Pride of the Lion

R i c h a r d  F i e l d 

d e t a i l e d  t h e 

f a s c i n a t i n g 

lifestyles of Africa’s 

most iconic and 

m a g n i f i c e n t 

creatures, lions, 

and recalled his 

time spent working as a safari guide in Botswana, 

Zambia, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda. He 

shared anecdotes about his most memorable lion 

encounters, including the time he was severely 

mauled by a lion, and how he survived. Mr Field 

also talked in detail about the urgency of lion 

conservation, and reflected on what needs to 

happen in order to ensure the survival of wild 

African lions. 

21 October 2017

Nicholas Brooke sbs jp, Chairman of the 
Hong Kong Harbourfront Commission
A Boat Tour of Victoria Harbour:  
“Victoria Harbour: Present and Future”

Nicholas Brooke led a boat tour around the scenic 

and iconic Victoria Harbour. Members were not 

only able to marvel at Hong Kong’s famous skyline, 

but also enjoyed a talk by Mr Brooke on the 

harbour’s historical role as the original bedrock of 

Hong Kong’s economy. 

25 October 2017

Kenji Williams
Bella Gaia

The RGS was delighted to welcome back “Bella 

Gaia” to Hong Kong again following its past 

popularity. Bella Gaia is a stunning multi-media 

audio-visual ‘Living Atlas’ journey of the World, 

showing the beauty of the Earth as seen through 

film taken by NASA astronauts. Kenji Williams 

played the violin against a large-screen backdrop 

of orbiting visualisations of Earth from space. 

Portraying the delicateness and beauty of nature, 

the performance aimed to raise awareness on the 

impacts of human activities on the planet. 
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26 October 2017

John O’Brien
The Future of Energy: Smart, Interactive 
& Flexible

John O’Brien discussed the changes being made 

to global energy systems, how these changes are 

likely to be rolled out in Asia and speculated on 

the future of global energy supply. He proposed a 

‘smart’ model for future global energy systems and 

predicted how this model could fundamentally 

change the way the world works and society 

operates.  

1 November 2017

Simon Holliday & Shu Pu
A Record-Breaking Swim and Paddle from 
Hong Kong to Macau

In this inspirational talk, Simon Holliday and 

Shu Pu reflected on their record-breaking paddle 

and swim from Hong Kong to Macau. The pair 

detailed how they achieved the impressive feat 

of completing the course in just over 10 hours, 

and spoke of their next adventure, in which they 

planned to swim 45 kilometres solo around Hong 

Kong Island. They also reflected on the men and 

women in history who have swum into, out of and 

around Hong Kong Island, from the daring wartime 

escape of the one-legged Admiral Chan Chak, to 

the Chinese ‘freedom swimmers’ of the 1950s to 

the 1970s. 

5 November 2017

Field Trip: UK Special Forces Survival 
Skills Day

Members participated in a field trip with UK Special 

Forces soldiers to learn about their techniques of 

survival and wilderness living, as well as first aid 

and rescue methods. The field trip took place on 

the remote Tap Mun Island, and included a high-

speed maritime experience in which members rode 

at speed on a Special Forces type boat. 

6 November 2017

Emma Slade
From Numbers to Prayers: One Woman’s 
Journey to Become the First Foreign Nun 
in Bhutan

E m m a  S l a d e 

s p o k e  o f 

h e r  s p i r i t u a l 

transformation 

from a financial 

professional in 

New York and 

Hong Kong to 

a Buddhist nun in Bhutan. Sparked by a traumatic 

experience during one of her business trips, Sister 

Emma recounted how she began to practice 

meditation to recover from PTSD, and how she 

managed to find peace within the mountains and 

nature of Bhutan. Sister Emma also spoke of her 

charity, Opening Your Heart to Bhutan, which she 

founded to provide basic amenities and disabled 

assistance to rural Bhutan. 
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7 November 2017

Daniel Ole Sambu, the Maasai Warrior and 
Ranger
The Maasai Fight against Poaching in 
Africa

D a n i e l  O l e 

S a m b u 

d i s c u s s e d 

the poaching 

epidemic in 

A f r i c a ,  a n d 

w h a t  h i s 

organisation, 

the Big Life Foundation, is doing to combat it. 

Big Life employs hundreds of Maasai rangers 

that protect 2 million acres of wilderness in the 

Amboseli-Tsavo Kilimanjaro ecosystem of South 

Africa. Big Life also works with local communities 

to enhance wildlife protection and to demonstrate 

the importance of wildlife to the local environment. 

11 November 2017

Jackie Chu
Field Trip to Ma On Shan Iron Mine

Members were invited on a field trip to explore 

Hong Kong’s largest mine, the Ma On Shan Iron 

mine, which was active for 70 years between 1906 

to 1976. At its peak, the mine employed 1,000 

men and produced around 7 million tonnes of 

iron. Members were able to study the mine site and 

local geological conditions, but were also able to 

take in the impressive scenery in the surrounding 

area.  

21 November 2017

General Sir Peter Duffell
A Gurkha Odyssey: 200 Years Service to 
the British Crown

Ex-commander of the British forces in Hong Kong, 

Lieutenant General Sir Peter Duffell detailed his 

experiences of serving with Gurkha soldiers in 

the British army. In the early 19th Century, the 

Gurkha soldiers were determined and skilled foes 

of the British Honourable East India Company 

during the Nepalese war, and some of the strongest 

individuals were recruited into the British army, 

starting a tradition which continues today. In this 

talk, General Duffell recalled the character and 

spirit of these loyal soldiers, drawing upon his own 

experiences during his own campaigns.

23 November 2017

General Sir Peter Duffell
Reflections from a Soldier in Hong Kong

Sir Peter Duffell shared exciting stories from 

his time as a young officer in Hong Kong and 

mainland China, serving in the 2nd Gurkha Rifles 

from 1961 to 1989, and subsequently serving as 

the Commander of British Forces in Hong Kong 

from 1989 to 1992 and a member of the Executive 

Council. He reflected on the extraordinary events 

that took place during his service, from Tiananmen 

Square to the handover of Hong Kong in 1997. 
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25 November 2017

Dr Jason Ali
Boat Field Trip to Tolo Channel and 
Double Haven North East New Territories 
including the Famous Natural Arch of Ap 
Chau

Dr Jason Ali led members on a boating excursion 

to the beautiful and remote north-eastern islands 

of Hong Kong. On the boat trip, members looked 

out onto Jurassic sedimentary and volcanic rocks 

formed over 360 million years ago – the oldest in 

Hong Kong – and got to walk through Hong Kong’s 

giant and spectacular natural arch. 

27 November 2017

Fred Pearce
The Land Grabbers: The New Fight over 
Who Owns the Earth

In this lecture, Fred Pearce discussed the conflicts 

and problems generated by land grabbing around 

the world. He raised powerful questions about the 

ethics of land grabbing, and recounted the long 

history of land robbery from indigenous groups. 

Overall, Mr Pearce questioned whether land 

grabbing builds wealth, or creates more poverty, 

and for whom. 

5 December 2017

Dave Cuthbertson, Iain Peter, George Reid, 
Andy Cunningham, John Armstrong
A Life in the Mountains: An Evening with 
Five Great Mountain Guides

In this captivating talk, f ive well-travelled 

mountain guides shared their varied experiences 

of assisting great climbers and completing their 

own extraordinary expeditions. Through exciting 

and amusing anecdotes, the five guides shared 

their scariest, funniest and most bizarre mountain 

encounters. The discussion was followed by a 

question and answer session. 

7 December 2017 

Kate Brooks
Film Screening: ‘The Last Animals’

Photojournalist Kate Brooks brought RGS the 

extraordinary story of ‘The Last Animals’, a 

documentary following conservationists, scientists 

and activists battling poachers and criminal 

networks to protect elephant and rhinos from 

the threat of extinction. The film depicted the 

poaching crisis from Africa’s front lines, to Asia’s 

underground markets, and reflected on the global 

response to the poaching of animals on the edge of 

extinction. 
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13 December 2017

William Lindesay obe

Christmas Party and Talk on The Great 
Wall: Over the Wall and Far Away

The RGS was delighted to welcome William 

Lindesay to speak about the Great Wall in a 

fascinating three-part talk. With the aid of drone 

footage, Mr Lindesay recounted the majestic 

scenery of the Great Wall, and reported on his most 

surprising findings from the expedition. During the 

talk, Mr Lindesay also introduced his most recent 

publishing project: The Great Wall in 50 Objects, 

which features an assortment of 50 artefacts that 

tell the story of the Great Wall from its inception.

27-28 January 2018

Field Trip UK Special Forces Survival 
Skills Days

Members were invited on another UK Special 

Forces Survival Skills event following its past 

popularity. Held on Lantau Island, members 

worked with former Special Forces members to 

develop their skills in camp fire cooking, survival, 

wilderness living, and first aid and rescue. The 

former Special Forces members also told stories 

from their time in the field. 

31 January 2018

Mark O’Neill 
China’s British Mandarin: Sir Robert Hart

In this fascinating lecture, journalist and author 

Mark O’Neill recounted the story of Sir Robert 

Hart, the highest-ranking foreign official in Chinese 

history. Sir Robert served as Inspector-General of 

the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs in Beijing 

from 1863-1910, set up the Chinese Post Office 

in 1896, established a system of lighthouses along 

the Chinese coast and negotiated a peace treaty to 

end the Sino-French War of 1884-85. As he shared 

rare historical photographs, Mr O’Neill argued that 

it was Sir Robert’s mastery of Chinese language, 

customs and manners that led to his great influence 

in Chinese society.  

2 February 2018

Wong How Man
Finding the Source of the Irrawaddy

W o n g 

How Man, 

C h i n a ’ s 

g r e a t e s t 

e x p l o r e r 

a n d  o n e 

o f  t h e 

RGS’s most 

popular lecturers, spoke on his adventures on 

the Irrawaddy River in the Zayu County of South-

Eastern Tibet. Mr Wong detailed his interesting 

journey to the source of the river, as well as the 

curious sights he and his team found at the high 

pass.
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6 February 2018

Ocke Deutschmann, Chief mate of Rainbow 
Warrior III and Katherine Ma, Greenpeace 
Hong Kong
Rainbow Warrior: Greenpeace’s 
Environmental Flagship 

Ocke Deutschmann and Katherine Ma spoke about 

Greenpeace’s Rainbow Warrior III, a purpose 

built state of the art motor sailing vessel designed 

for oceanic scientific research. Mr Deutschmann 

shared his experience as the Chief Mate of the 

Rainbow Warrior III, during which he managed 

the ship alongside scientists and other professional 

seafarers. Ms Ma then discussed Greenpeace’s 

research on the “plastic ocean” and the urgent task 

of reducing plastic pollution in global waters. 

8 February 2018

William Meacham
Archaeology in Hong Kong – Its History 
and Discoveries

In this lecture, William Meacham discussed 

the history and achievements of archaeology in 

Hong Kong. Mr Meacham recalled the origins of 

archaeological investigation in Hong Kong, tracing 

its roots back to the New Territories in 1926, and 

recalled several notable archaeological discoveries. 

Mr Meacham also highlighted the achievements 

of modern day archaeology in Hong Kong, citing 

more than 200 sites of the Neolithic and Bronze 

Ages that have been discovered and excavated in 

recent times.

27 February 2018

Rebecca Lowe
The Bicycle Diaries: One Woman Cycling 
from London to Tehran

Rebecca Lowe shared the lessons she learnt 

and experiences she gained on her impressive 

11,000km journey from London to Tehran with 

nothing but 60 kg of luggage and a ukulele. 

Through lively anecdotes, she recalled her many 

life-changing experiences, from collapsing of thirst 

in the Sahara, to being stalked by security forces 

in Egypt, all while discovering a world of warmth, 

humanity and vibrancy. 

9 March 2018

Keith Ladzinski, Award-Winning National 
Geographic Photographer and Filmmaker
A Fragile Planet: An Adventure 
Photographer on Seven Continents

Kei th  Ladzinski ,  award-winning Nat ional 

Geographic photographer and f i lm maker, 

spoke about how he combines his two passions, 
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photography 

a n d  t h e 

w i l d e r n e s s , 

by capturing 

i m a g e s  t h a t 

demons t ra t e 

t he  f r ag i l i t y 

of the planet, in order to spread a message of 

conservation and environmental protection. 

12 March 2018

The Captain and Crew of ‘Tara’
Field trip to: The Expedition Yacht Tara

T h e  R G S 

led a tour of 

t h e  f a m o u s 

schooner boat 

Tara, during its 

visit to Hong 

Kong. Built by 

the talented French medic, yachtsman and explorer 

Jean-Louis Etienne, Tara was launched in 1988, and 

completed expeditions through the Polar Regions 

for 10 successful years. In 2001, Tara was bought 

by the Tara Foundation and served as a world-

spanning Research Vessel. Since then, Tara has 

completed 11 scientific expeditions around world 

oceans, during one of which she even spent 507 

days locked into the Arctic ice cap, drifting with 

the pack ice, as part of the International Polar Year’s 

scientific research of the North Polar region. 

13 March 2018

Field Trip: A Visit to Hong Kong 
Observatory and Tour and Lunch at 
Chungking Mansions

On this field trip, members participated in a tour 

of the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO), where they 

were able to view the various weather measuring 

devices and computer technologies used by 

the HKO to formulate and disseminate weather 

forecasts to the public. Subsequently, members 

visited Chungking Mansions, one of Hong Kong’s 

most globalised and controversial buildings, 

famous for providing the cheapest accommodation 

in Hong Kong and for being the centre of low-

budget trade for sub-Saharan African and South 

Asian communities in Hong Kong. Members 

enjoyed a lunch at Chungking Mansions, from a 

local Indian restaurant. 

13 March 2018

Sir Chris Bonington cvo

Film Screening of “Bonington: 
Mountaineer – My Life Story”

The RGS was delighted to welcome back Sir 

Chris Bonington to introduce a sensational 

documentary film about his life and achievements. 

The documentary followed the journey of Sir 

Chris as he became one of the most celebrated 

mountaineers of his time, including his ascent 

of Annapurna in 1970 and Mt Everest in 1985. 

Following the screening, members participated in a 

question and answer talk with Sir Chris. 
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18 March 2018

Marco Foehn
Field Trip: Glories of the Lantau Trail 
with a Private Visit to Lung Tsai Ng Yuen 
Chinese Landscaped Garden

Members were invited on a field 

trip to Lantau Island to hike part 

of the Lantau Trail and visit the 

fishing village of Tai O. Along 

the way, members took in the 

scenic views and local wildlife 

that Lantau Island’s Southwest 

Peninsula has to offer. A highlight 

of the trip was the visit to the 

Chinese Landscaped Garden, Lung Tsai Ng Yuen, 

which is situated above a waterfall surrounded by 

hills, while usually closed to the public.  

19 March 2018

Paul McIntosh
Film Screening: “Running Wild”

Executive producer Paul McIntosh 

introduced the documentary film 

‘Running Wild’ which follows 

the lives of those involved in the 

Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, a 

flagship project for community 

conservation in Kenya. After the 

film, members were invited to 

participate in a question and 

answer session with Mr McIntosh. 

21 March 2018

Professor Daniel Pauly
The Human Conquest of the Earth and 
the Oceans

Professor Daniel Pauly, a leading expert on global 

fisheries, discussed the effects of human activities 

– particularly irresponsible hunting and farming –

on the ocean’s capacity for regeneration. Since 

the Industrial Revolution, mass fishing has begun 

t o  d e p l e t e  t h e 

world’s marine fish 

resources. Professor 

Pauly explained that 

this rapid depletion 

h a s  n o t  o n l y 

h a r m e d  m a r i n e 

e n v i r o n m e n t s 

but has also led to a decline in the profitability 

of fishing and has thus increased the industry’s 

reliance on underpaid and slave labour. 

24 March 2018

Treasure Hunt: Hong Kong’s Geography 
and Heritage

Members participated in a historic tour of Hong 

Kong Island, from Sheung Wan East to Wan Chai, in 

search of Hong Kong’s history, geography and trivia. 

In teams of 4-6, members searched for checkpoints, 

answered trivia questions and took some great 

pictures.  

E V E N T S  I N  2 0 1 8
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Schools Outreach Programme
The Royal Geographical Society – Hong Kong runs 

a Schools Outreach Programme, through which it 

hosts educational events for local and international 

schools across Hong Kong. During the 2017-2018 

academic year, RGS-HK held 35 events reaching 

over 6,000 pupils, giving students the opportunity 

to learn from speakers within the Society’s main 

programme.

Over the course of the year, the Schools Outreach 

Programme gave students the opportunity to meet 

and hear from speakers of various geographical 

backgrounds, ranging from environmentalists to 

explorers, distinguished academic geographers 

to adventurers, and even photographers. These 

speakers engaged pupils with inspiring stories 

about their captivating experiences. 

Schools Benefitting:

Canadian International School 
CCC Ming Yin College
Cotton Spinners Association Secondary School
Discovery College
German Swiss International School
Harrow International School
Ho Man Tin Government Secondary School
HKMA David Li Kwok Po College
HKTA Tang Hin Memorial Secondary School
HKTA The Yuen Yuen Institute No. 1 Secondary School
ISF (Independent Schools Foundation) College
Island School 
Kwok Tak Seng Catholic Secondary School
Nord Anglia International School
Renaissance College (Primary Section)
South Island School
St Stephens Girls’ College
Tak Ching Girls’ School
Victoria Shanghai Academy
West Island School
Ying Wa Girls School 
Ying Wa College
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THE CHARTERED GEOGRAPHER 
AND ACADEMIC ACCREDITATIONS

The Chartered Geographer accreditation recognises 

commitment and expertise in the professional 

environment and reflects the wide range of 

professions geographers participate in. Recognised 

individuals are also granted a Fellowship of the 

Royal Geographical Society.

In June 2018 alone, 21 geographers gained 

approval from the council. 

In addition, there are nine newly accredited 

undergraduate geographical programmes in the 

UK – contributing to a total of 133  recognised 

courses across 46 higher education institutions in 

geography.

ERIC NEWBY COLLECTION

The Royal Geographical Society’s Collections hold 

over two million books, manuscripts, photos and 

maps that span over 500 years of geography, travel, 

history and exploration, recorded both digitally 

and traditionally. 

In 2018, the Society was delighted to have received 

the generous donation of Eric Newby’s archive. 

Most famous for his book A Short Walk in the 

Hindu Kush, Mr Newby made great contributions 

to the development of the travel writing genre and 

continues to inspire many travel writers today. The 

collection, donated by his family, is comprised 

of personal items, diaries, letters, typescripts and 

photographs and is available on the RGS UK online 

catalogue: https://rgs.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/

opac-search.pl 

NEW SOCIETY DIRECTOR

The Royal Geographical Society has appointed 

Professor Joe Smith, formerly the Head of 

Geography at the Open University in Milton 

Keynes, UK, as its new Director. Professor 

Smith has more than 20 years of experience in 

environmental and geographical research, first at 

the University of Cambridge and then the Open 

University. He became a Professor of Environment 

and Society at the OU in 2016 and was appointed 

Head of Geography in 2017. He is also a director 

of the clock-making company, Smith of Derby. 

NEW SOCIETY PRESIDENT

O n  4  J u n e 

2018, Baroness 

L y n d a 

Cha lke r   was 

e l e c t e d  t h e 

P r e s i d e n t  o f 

t h e  R o y a l 

Geographical Society for a three-year term. She 

takes over from writer, geographer and broadcaster 

Nicholas Crane as the Society’s head and chair of 

its elected trustees.

A Member of Parliament for Wallasey from 1974 to 

1992, and a member of the House of Lords since 

1992, Baroness Chalker previously served as 

Minister for Overseas Development and Africa 

at the Foreign Office. She is one of the longest 

continuously serving politicians in British history 

and has held a number of government posts, 

including Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 

at the Department of Health and Social Security 

from 1979-82 and at the Department of Transport 

from 1982-83. In 1983, she became Minister 

of State at the Department of Transport and was 

appointed Minister for Europe in 1986. Baroness 

Chalker also led the British delegation during the 

first ever International Conference on International 

Development in 1993 in Tokyo.

Prior to her government service, Baroness Chalker 

was educated at Heidelberg University, Queen 

Mary University in London and at the University 

of Westminster and worked as a market researcher 

and statistician. 

Following her career in government, Baroness 

Chalker founded Africa Matters, an independent 

consultancy that provides assistance to emerging 

companies in Africa. She is also a former Chair of 

the Medicines for Malaria Venture, a not-for-profit 

foundation dedicated to reducing cases of malaria 

in disease endemic countries.
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As an Honorary Member of the Society since 

1998, and having previously served on the 

Society’s Council as a trustee for seven years, she 

has brought a wealth of experience regarding 

the Society, geographical issues, policy and 

international development to the role of RGS 

President.

SOCIETY LONDON AWARDS 2018

Since 1830, the Royal Geographical Society has 

annually recognised excellence in geographical 

research and fieldwork. During 2018, the society’s 

medals and awards recognised 21 individuals 

for their extraordinary accomplishments in 

geographical research, fieldwork, teaching, 

photography and public engagement.

In 2018, Paul Rose and Professor Yadvinder 

Malhi were awarded the Society’s two Royal 

Medals. The Royal Medals are amongst the 

h ighes t  honours  o f  the i r  k ind ,  approved 

by Her Majesty the Queen, with previous 

recipients including Sir David Attenborough,  

Sir Ranulph Fiennes and Sir Christian Bonington.

Paul Rose received the 2018 Founder’s Medal 

for scientific expeditions and enhancing public 

understanding. He had been leading expeditions 

for over thirty years and has collaborated with the 

world’s best field scientists to uncover the secrets of 

the most remote and challenging parts of the globe. 

The 2018 Patron’s Medal was awarded to Professor 

Yadvinder Malhi for his ground-breaking studies 

on the impact of climate change on tropical 

ecosystems. In addition to being a leading 

researcher, Professor Yadvinder Malhi is also an 

inspiring teacher and public speaker, serving as 

the catalyst for many others to become involved in 

rainforest research.

Among other recipients, sculptor, photographer 

and filmmaker Andy Goldsworthy received the 

Cherry Kearton Medal and Award for his unique 

sculptural works that inspire reflection on changing 

environments.

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

The RGS-HK has an active online media 

presence. If you would like to receive frequent 

updates about our events please ‘follow’ our 

Facebook and Instagram pages. 

https://www.facebook.com/RGSHK/ 

https://www.instagram.com/rgs_hk/ 

The RGS-HK has also launched a WhatsApp 

communication service, aimed at providing 

a channel for more efficient communication. 

If you would like to be added to the RGS-

HK WhatsApp broadcast list please add the 

following telephone number to your phone: 

(+852) 5500 3957 and inform us by WhatsApp 

text. 

(+852) 5500 3957 
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This report is the Annual Review of 
the Royal Geographical  Society – Hong Kong 

for the year ended 31 March 2018.

HONG KONG AWARDS 2018

The Royal Geographical Society – Hong Kong gives 

a number of scholarships during the course of each 

year. We are delighted to announce the awards 

made in 2017-18:

Major Post-graduate Award for Doctorial 

Research:

Han Cheng (Cambridge University)

“ P r o d u c i n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e ve l o p m e n t 

Knowledges: China Agricultural University”

Undergraduate or Master’s degree research awards 

for Hong Kong universities:

San Shing Chan

“Projection of Probable Maximum Precipitation 

(PMP) in Hong Kong under Future Climate 

Change”

Hong Ping Kwok

“How the Arctic Climate Variation Influences the 

Northern Atlantic Oscillation’s Climatic Effect in 

Different Latitudes: Churchill, Fengqqiu and Hong 

Kong?”

Wing Him Ng

“Mass  Trans i t  Ra i lway, P lace -Names  and 

Community: A Study of Critical Toponymies in 

Hong Kong”

Wu Angie Chan

“Migration and Identity:  A Study on the Sense of 

National Identity of Venezuelan Chinese Diasporas”

Tin Wai Him Yiu

“Changes in the Commercial and Residential 

Property Market After the Opening of New Railway 

Stations in Hong Kong”

An award was also made to:

“Geographical, Geological & Archaeological 

Society, Hong Kong University Student Union” to 

support their activities


