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CHOPPY WATERS AHEAD

China’s Growing Water Problem

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
recently warned that by 2030 nearly half the world's
population could be facing a scarcity of water,
with demand outstripping supply by 40 percent.
Severe global water shortages are being caused
by the domino impact of increased populations,
urbanisation, industrialisation and climate change,
changes that bring more frequent floods and
droughts, excessive extraction of groundwater and
polluted rivers. This cascade of serious economic,
societal, geopolitical and environmental problems is
also inextricably linked to food and energy security.

The water-energy-food nexus was recognised as one
of the top five risks in the World Economic Forum's
Global Risks 2013 Report.

As competition for water intensifies amongst industry
and agriculture, city and country, and across borders,
experts warn that there could come a time when
wars will be waged over fresh water rather than oil
unless radical water management steps are taken.
In China, India and other emerging economic
powerhouses, water scarcity has already started to
“materially risk growth” and geopolitical tensions
in Asia are heightened with China's and India’s

pursuit of energy security, which includes plans to
significantly increase hydroelectric power capacity.
China is home to the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau, the
location of the largest freshwater reserves outside
the North and South Poles. It is the source of some
of Asia’s main river arteries, including the Indus,
Ganges, Brahmaputra, Irrawaddy, Salween, Mekong,
Yellow and Yangtze Rivers. With the exception of the
Yellow and Yangtze Rivers, the rest are trans-border
and are a major source of freshwater for Pakistan,
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, Laos, Thailand,
Cambodia and Vietnam.
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Despite being the source of much river water, China
has a long history of water problems. Efforts to address
water shortages include irrigation plans during the

water, warns that China is in the throes of a water

crisis. With skyrocketing water demands, overuse and
systemic inefficiencies, combined with pollution of

Great Leap Forward, the Three Gorges Dam, the
Great Green Wall to reduce desertification and the
US$62 billion South-North Water Transfer Project.

Today, as China’s economy booms and urbanisation
swells, the challenge China faces in managing its
water sustainably is arguably without parallel in global
terms. China Water Risk, a Hong Kong-based non-
profit initiative designed to help mitigate risk around

major water resources and depleting supplies of both
ground and surface water, China’s water future is bleak.
China’s water shortages are also aggravated by an
unbalanced regional and
seasonal distribution of
water resources where
water is overwhelmingly
concentrated in the
south. Northern China
is home to 45 percent
of the population and
contains 65 percent of
cultivated land, but only
has 19 percent of its

water resources.

According to China

Water Risk, China has
11 regions known as the "Dry 11" that are water-
scarce and together they account for 40 percent
of China’s agricultural output value and for 52
percent of the country’s total industrial output.
In addition to depleted groundwater sources, on



average China faces over 1,700 water pollution
accidents each year. Rivers and lakes throughout
China are polluted by algae blooms caused by
fertiliser run-off, chemical spills and untreated sewage
discharges. According to an official with China’s
Geological Survey, 90 percent
of China’s cities have polluted
water, with two thirds of those
cities having "severely polluted
water" that is contaminated with
heavy metals and industrial
waste and thus is unfit for

human use.

Jiangxi, the province that
is home to the source of
Dongjiang’s water, is heavily
polluted because of mining and
forestry industries. Hong Kong is
extremely reliant on the Dongjiang River (or East River)
and 80 percent of the city's water comes from there.
The Dongjiang River is not only Hong Kong's water
source, but it also supports almost 40 million people

percent at the provincial level and 30 percent in
Dongjiang Basin compared with historical averages.
It can be expected that the existing allocation of
water from Dongjiang, which is already stretched,

will have problems supplying future demand.

Where does this leave Hong Kong? The possibility
of more expensive water in Hong Kong should be
taken seriously. The price of Hong Kong's water is
currently one of the lowest in the world and Hong

in the southern Chinese cities of Heyuan, Huizhou,
Dongguan, Shenzhen and Guangzhou. In recent
years, according to a report done by Civic Exchange,

the river’s total water quantity has decreased 26

Kong’s domestic consumption per capita is around
220 litres per day, about 30 percent higher than the
world average, which is around 170 litres per day.
Hong Kong is trying to reduce this consumption. The
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current water supply agreement between Guangdong
Province and Hong Kong is being renegotiated
before it expires in 2014. Hong Kong is likely to
be facing a water price increase and, given the

intense competition for Dongjiang’s water, a possible

reduced allocation.

The HKSAR Government is exploring different ways
to guarantee security of water supply and in 2008
introduced a Total Water Management Strategy
(TWMS) which has been achieving water savings

through various initiatives such as leakage reduction,
water conservation, grey-water reuse, rainwater
harvesting, as well as pilots for the reuse of reclaimed
water and desalination. Hong Kong is familiar with

desalination. In the 1970s, a desalination plant was

builtin Tuen Mun but was closed in 1982 because the
cost was more than importing water from Dongjiang.
Currently, a medium-scale desalination plant is being

constructed at a 10-hectare site in Tseung Kwan O

that, once built, will supply about 50 million cubic
meters of water per year, making up 5% of the total
water supply.

Across the world, different solutions will allow
different countries to cope with the increasing stress
on water resources. The world can avoid a water crisis
if risks are wisely managed,
but co-operation between all
tiers of government, nations,
business, NGOs and civil
society is absolutely essential.
On a positive note, plenty of
water-efficient technologies and
practices already exist and there
are opportunities for countries to
explore sharing the development
of water infrastructure, water
treatment facilities, developing
local markets and investing

in research and development.



IRECENT EVENTS

1 April 2011
Andy Donnelly

From Rainforest to Reef

Australia’s unique physical and scientific landscape
is still bringing unexpected surprises. Biologist Andy
Donnelly spoke not only about the outstanding
diversity to be found at the interface of Australia’s
clashing ecosystems, but also the new species still

being discovered in Australia’s massive interior.

4 April 2011

Wong How Man

Islamic Frontiers of China and the Silk
Road

The ever popular

Wong How

Man presented

a fascinating

lecture on the

effects of some

1,500 years of

Islam on China.

Drawing from

over 40 years

of travels and

research in

China, he traced

the development

of Muslim

influence in China from 7th century Central Asian
and Middle Eastern trader merchants to the 10
Chinese-Muslim ethnic groups of the present day.

8 April 2011
Hong Kong Electric

Lamma Power Station Field Trip

Members enjoyed an exclusive RGS-HK guided
visit to Lamma Island Power Station, the largest in
Hong Kong.

29 April 2011
HRH Prince William of Wales
Royal Wedding Event

RGS-HK joined with the British Consulate to
celebrate the wedding of His Royal Highness Prince
William of Wales to Miss Catherine Middleton.

11 May 2011
The Very Reverend Canon Alistair

Macdonald-Radcliff
The Islamic World: Prospects for Peace?

After the events of the Arab Spring prompted
questions about the future of the Middle East and
North Africa, RGS-HK welcomed the Very Reverend
Canon Alistair Macdonald-Radcliff, one of the
world’s leading experts on the region, to discuss
his predictions for what the future holds in this

tumultuous part of the globe.

16 May 2011
Professor Robert Bickers

Scramble for China: Foreign Devils in the
Qing Empire
Professor Robert Bickers examined one of the most

interesting periods of China's modern history, the 19th
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century, a period during
which the Western world
clashed often with China.
His dynamic account
of a century of Sino-
foreign interactions,
confrontation and
confusion portrayed an
era that would become
deeply ingrained in the
Chinese psyche and still

influences Chinese actions to this day.

17 May 2011
Dr Karmele Sanchez

Borneo: Primate Rescue

Borneo is one of the most biologically diverse
and dense areas on
the planet, but its
primate inhabitants
such as orangutans,
lorises and macaques
face existential threats
from human activity.
Dr Sanchez explained
how her organisation is
working to protect our
primate relatives from

annihilation.

19 May 2011
Dr Peter Clift
The Indus Valley

Climate change expert Dr Peter Clift spoke on how
climate change since the last ice age has impacted
rivers and thus human societies in Asia, from Chinese
Imperial dynasties to the Khmer Empire. He focused
on his work documenting the fascinating Indus
Valley Civilisation, one of the world's four great
early civilisations. During the lecture, the Society
was fortunate to have on display a figurine from 3000
B.C. discovered in the Indus Valley.

28 May 2011
David Brian
Tung Ping Chau Field Trip

David Brian led a field trip to the beautiful island of
Tung Ping Chau, Hong Kong's remotest island, only

three kilometres from Guangdong Province.

30 May 2011

Victoria Vorreiter
Songs of the Tribes of Asia

High in the mountains of the Golden Triangle, where
Thailand, Laos and Burma once knew no boundaries,
lives a rich multiplicity

of traditional peoples

which have maintained

their independence,

identity and cultural

traditions to a high

degree. Ms Vorreiter

described her attempts

to catalogue and record

their unique ancestral

songs and ceremonies

by trekking solo through

deep wilderness to remote villages in Laos, China,
Thailand and Burma.

2 June 2011
Adrian Hayes
To the Ends of the Earth

Adrian Hayes, a double world record-breaking polar
explorer and adventurer, presented the story of his
conquest of the Earth’s three extremes of altitude
and latitude —
the North Pole,
South Pole and
Mt. Everest -
along with his
record-breaking
north-south
crossing of the

Greenland ice



cap. Well-known worldwide for his talks, this was
his first lecture in Hong Kong and was excitingly
accompanied by film clips and dramatic visuals.

7 June 2011
Rob Lilwall
Cycling Home From Siberia

Adventurer Rob Lilwall recounted his story of how he
bought a one-way plane ticket to the far eastern edge
of Siberia and then set off back home on a bicycle.
The journey to London eventually covered over
30,000 miles, took over three years, and carried him

through such wild corners of the world as the thick

jungles of Papua New Guinea, the ice-bound passes
of Tibet and the lonely valleys of Afghanistan. Along
the way he learned to camp at -40 degrees, survived

a cyclone and was robbed at gunpoint.

23 June 2011

Barney Loehnis
Long March Revisited

In 1993, 22-year-old Barney Loehnis set out to walk
9,000km across China, becoming the first person to
retrace Mao's "Long March" on foot. He travelled
alone, with a 3-month visa for a 9-month journey,
speaking only a few words of Mandarin. During his
journey, Mr Loehnis fractured his foot, was arrested
nearly 50 times, climbed four 5,000m snow-capped
peaks and travelled across the infamously treacherous

Tibetan grasslands.

27 June 2011
Professor Barry Rollet
China: Ancient Seafaring

Professor Rolett lectured on China's maritime past,
describing the results of his research into China's
earliest seafaring achievements. His informative talk
painted a picture of early migrations into the Pacific
5,000 years ago, and Chinese interactions with other

Neolithic Pacific Island cultures.

15 July 2011
Geographical Quiz & Dinner

Members enjoyed the RGS-HK'’s annual quiz night,
entertaining, challenging and thought-provoking as

always.

19 July October 2011
Sarah Fayed

Tropical Rainforests

Sarah Fayed has spent much of her recent career
swinging from tree tops in Papua New Guinea and
Australia studying
the mysteries of
rainforest canopies,
in particular the
evolution of
the Helicia tree,
a curiosity of
science. In her seminar, Ms Fayed presented her
principal research findings, some insight into the
incredible animals that interact with the Helicia and
some tales from the Papua New Guinean villages
where she is known as the white meri go antap long

diwai, "the white woman who climbs trees".
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21 July 2011
Dr Julia Lovell

The Opium War

Author and academic Dr Lovell recounted the
extraordinary tale of the Opium War, an event that
arguably launched the modern period of China's
history and whose consequences still reverberate
today. She outlined her belief that this event, together
with successive related wars, has come to define
China's imagination of itself and of the West, and
motivated a messy, failing empire to become the

emerging world power it is today.

23 July 2011

Dr David Starkey
Henry VIII: Monarch
& Marriages

The story of Henry VIII,
England's most famous
king, is known to just about
everyone in the English-
speaking world. He is
especially noted for his
prolific love life and his break from the papacy.
However, in this lecture, Dr Starkey, gave a sharply
different view of the King, including his romanticism,

system of rule and motivations.

23 July 2011
Sharp Island Snorkeling Field Trip
Tang Chin Cheung and three biologists led a field

trip to the beautiful Sharp Island in Hong Kong’s new
Geopark, giving members the opportunity to snorkel

with experts and get closer to the marine environment

while studying the local coastal ecology.

25 July 2011
Professor Harriet Bulkeley
Global Cities: A Perfect Storm

With some figures showing cities are responsible for
up to 70 percent of greenhouse gas emissions, their
role as part of the problem is clear though their role
in possible solutions is less so. Professor Bulkeley
addressed how modern cities, in particular global
cities like Hong Kong, are able to tackle the global
problem that they cause.

28 July 2011
James Hooper
180 Degrees: Pole to Pole

James Hooper told the extraordinary tale of the
first ever expedition from Pole to Pole using only
natural power, a journey in which he travelled
over 26,000 miles for 13 months through some of
the most diverse environments on Earth. For the
expedition, Mr Hooper was recognised with the
National Geographic Adventurer of the Year 2008
award and elected as the youngest Fellow of the
Royal Geographical Society.



2 August 2011
Dy Dan Bebber
The “El Nino” Effect

The “El Nino-Southern Oscillation”, one of the

Earth’s largest natural phenomena, causes huge

fluctuations in temperature and rainfall across the

globe. Devastation wrought by the last strong El

Nino in 1998 caused nearly

US$10 billion of damage

to Indonesia alone. RGS-

HK welcomed Dr Dan

Bebber to speak on the

mysterious drivers of El

Nino fluctuations, and El

Nino’s link to extreme weather, food shortages and
global security.

1 September 2011
Robert Swan
First to the Poles

World-famous environmentalist Robert Swan was the
first person to walk to both
the North and South Poles.
He enthralled members
with tales from his record-
breaking career as an
explorer, including his
900-mile journey in 1986
across the treacherous
Antarctic ice cap to the
South Pole, and described how his adventures have
transformed him into one of the world’s foremost

environmentalists.

21 September 2011

Herta von Stiegel
Kilimanjaro For All

Herta von Stiegel shared the

failures and triumphs she and her team faced as they
led a group of physically and mentally challenged
individuals to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

She spoke of how the candidates were chosen, the

specific challenges they faced and the hard work
needed to prepare for the journey, highlighting
some of the unexpected disappointments, difficult

decisions and exhilarating successes.

22 September 2011
Paul French
Last Days of Old Peking

In a fascinating lecture,
historian, journalist
and author Paul French
lectured on the final days
of Peking of the 1930s,
a city full of intrigue,
with its indulgent and
pompous Foreign
Legations, unstable
Chinese government and

large criminal underclass.

3 October 2011
Sir Chris Bonington
The Great Climbs

Sir Chris Bonington began climbing at the age of
sixteen and soon became a famous mountaineer.
His accomplishments since have been nothing short
of legendary, and feature a long list of first ascents,
including the Central Pillar of Freney in the Alps,
Annapurna Il and Nuptse in the Himalayas, the
Ogre in the Karakoram (only ever climbed once
again despite some 20 attempts), Kongur in Sinkiang
and the Central Tower of the Paine in Patagonia. He
has also made some 26 expeditions to the peaks of
Central Asia, including twelve first ascents of peaks
over 6,000 metres.
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4 October 2011
Professor Ronald Knapp
Building Southeast Asia

In this
prolific author

lecture,

and architectural
geographer Ronald
Knapp described
how the Chinese
diaspora who
immigrated to
Southeast Asia built
some of the finest
buildings in Asia,
including architecturally eclectic shophouses,
bungalows, villas and mansions, often combining
Chinese with European colonial and local

architecture.

9 October 2011
Outward Bound Kayaking & Sailing Field
Trip

Members enjoyed a day out on the water in Sai Kung,
sailing and kayaking with experts from Outward
Bound in a course exclusive to RGS-HK.

17 October 2011
William Meacham
Hong Kong’s Rock Art

In an illustrated lecture, William Meacham spoke on
the abundant and intriguing prehistoric rock art in the
Hong Kong region. These Bronze Age rock carvings
are the only above-ground features left by Hong
Kong’s early inhabitants.
Mr Meacham mused on
the possible meaning of
the mysterious patterns
found at these sites and
their possible links with
folk religious practices
still surviving in Hong Kong today.

16 & 17 November 2011
Sir Ranulph Fiennes

Gala Dinner & Annual Dinner

The Royal Geographical Society was honoured to
welcome to Hong Kong Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the
world's greatest explorer, as guest of honour for the
Society's Annual Dinner 2011-12. In his address,
Sir Ranulph looked back at some three decades of
adventures in all corners of the globe, accompanied
by a breathtaking collection of photographs from his

personal archive.




Sir Ranulph has led countless expeditions worldwide
and was the first person to reach both the North and
South Poles by land and the first to cross
Antarctica on foot. Perhaps his most

famous expedition is the Transglobe

Expedition, from 1979 until 1982,

when Sir Ranulph travelled a

complete circumference of the

world on its polar axis using only

surface transport, a feat never

since repeated. In May 2009, at the

age of 65, he climbed to the summit

of Mount Everest. Sir Ranulph is also a

best-selling author, having published 19

books about his distinguished army service

and his expeditions.

19 October 2011
Ed Stokes

Exploring Australia

Ed Stokes recounted the quixotic adventures of
the three greatest Australian explorers, Edward
Eyre, Charles Sturt and John McDouall Stuart, who
first ventured into central Australia in the mid-
19th Century. These journeys Mr Stokes himself
retraced during the 1980s in a series of lengthy and
unforgiving expeditions to Australia's wildest corners.

22 October 2011
Dr Jason Ali
Tolo Channel Tour Field Trip

Dr Ali led a geological and geomorphological
excursion to the beautiful and inaccessible

northeastern islands and coast of Hong Kong.

26 October 2011
Jana Markovd
Lost Tribes of Burma

Award-winning filmmaker Jana Markova told the
story of her 20-year quest to find, study, film and
protect the hill tribes of Burma. She introduced Burma

and its incomparable marvels, including Rangoon,

The Globe * 2012 11



12 The Globe » 2012

IRECENT EVENTS

Mandalay and Pagan, together with a description
of the life, culture, history and geography of the
country. The talk included a screening of her film
"The Exotic Hill Tribes of Burma", which portrayed
the peoples of the Golden Triangle and her treks to
find the headhunters of Nagaland in the western

part of Burma.

29 October 2011
Sharp Island Field Trip

A repeat of the very popular snorkeling trip in July.

1 November 2011
HRH Prince Edward
Cocktail Reception

Members helped raise money for charity and enjoyed
an evening cocktail reception with the guest of
honour, His Royal Highness The Prince Edward, Earl
of Wessex.

14 November 2011
Dr Billy Hau
Hong Kong Biodiversity

Professor Bernie Owen, co-author of the authoritative
guide Hong Kong Landscapes, led a field trip across
the main ridge line of South-West Lantau, with
spectacular coastal and mountain views, lecturing
on the geology, geomorphology, zoology, botany
and history of the route.

21 November 2011
Dr John Liu
Global Ecosystems

Through years of filming the world's ecology, Dr
Liu has studied almost all the world's principal
ecosystems on all the continents, from mountains
and deserts to grasslands and river systems. In this
lecture, Dr Liu presented some of the planet’s most
spectacular ecosystems with stunning video footage.
He highlighted how close to the edge some of them
are, but also revealed findings from his studies that
showed it is possible to rehabilitate large-scale

degraded ecosystems.

24 November 2011

Bruce Wannel
Ancient Persia: A Cultural Cradle of
China?

Bruce Wannell, a world-renowned expert on Persia
and modern Iran, discussed the surprisingly rich
cultural interaction in architecture, religion and trade
between the great civilisations of Persia and China
over a period of over a millennium. He concluded
the lecture with a discussion of the intriguing culture
of modern Iran, drawing from personal experience,
having himself resided, taught and worked in the

country intermittently for the last three decades.



29 November 2011
Marshall Ulrich
Running America

Marshall Ulrich, one of the world’s greatest
ultramarathoners, has completed 123 ultramarathons
averaging over 100 miles each, climbed the
highest summit on each continent and finished 12
expedition-length races in adventure racing. The
“Endurance King” described his extraordinary career
as an ultramarathon runner, adventure racer and

mountaineer.

1 December 2011
Lady Penelope Worsley
The Karen Hill Tribes

Lady Penelope

Worsley first

went to stay

in a Karen hill

tribe village

in 1997. In

2000, she set

up the Karen

Hill Tribes

Trust with the

aim of helping

the Karen

people “to help

themselves to

build a better

future”. She

spoke about her mission to support the survival
of the 400,000 Karen people in Thailand and 8
million in Burma, while simultaneously working to

preserve their culture and heritage.

3 December 2011
Marco Foehn
Plover Cove Field Trip

Hong Kong resident Marco Foehn led a field trip to
Plover Cove Country Park. This sparsely populated

area in the northeastern corner of the New Territories

offers stunning views towards Double Haven and
across the border to China. Mr Foehn provided
illuminating commentary on the geology, zoology,

botany, and history of the route.

4 December 2011
Professor Bernie Owen

Nine Pins Boat Trip

Professor Owen led a boat excursion to the beautiful
Nine Pin Islands in the Eastern waters of Hong Kong,
followed by a visit to the Ming dynasty-era Tung Lung

Fort, designed to defend the coast from pirate attacks.
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6 December 2011

Professor Roger Cashmore
The Nuclear Renaissance: The Way

Forward?

On the heels of the Fukushima disaster earlier in
the year, members were treated to an informative
overview of the present state of the nuclear power
industry by one of the top scientists in the field.
Professor Cashmore discussed the safety issues of the
industry, its financial costs, but also its capability to

provide clean power on a huge scale, arguing that
nuclear fusion offers the possibility of completely
replacing fossil fuel and nuclear fission power

generation.

17 December 2011
Dr Jason Ali
Tolo Channel Tour Field Trip

A repeat of Dr Ali’s well-received boating excursion
in October.

16 January 2012
Dr Joyce Samoutou

Adventures in Gabon

Dr Joyce Samoutou-Wong shared her tales of one
of tropical Africa’s most fascinating countries,
describing a land of stunning landscapes and rich
biodiversity. She also related her often humourous
attempts to adapt to life in the rainforest during her
work as a missionary doctor, including with the shy

pygmies native to the area.

19 January 2012
The Princess of Yogyakarta

Saving Indonesia's Forests

In this lecture, the Crown Princess of Yogyakarta Gusti
Kanjen Ratu Pembayun was joined by Dr Willie Smits
to tell of the ongoing drive to save Indonesia's forests
and primates, in particular in Borneo. The Princess’s

Yogyakarta Nature Conservation Foundation runs a



large animal rescue and environmental education
centre near Yogyakarta and her work has a particular
emphasis on educating youth about the environment,
especially through the DeforestAction, a charity
which is connecting 10 million children in efforts to
save Borneo's forests and primates.

22 February 2012
Belinda Stewart-Cox
Saving Asia's Elephants

Barely 30,000 Asian elephants survive in the wild
and the threat to these extraordinarily intelligent
gentle giants has been compounded in recent years
by the expansion of humans into their native habitat.
Belinda Stewart-Cox spoke about her work saving
the habitat
of the Asian
elephant
and reducing
human -
elephant
conflict in
western
Thailand.
The lecture
was accompanied by an exhibition of abstract

pictures painted by the elephants themselves.

28 February 2012
Bill Colegrave
Afghanistan: From the Oxus to the Pamirs

Bill Colegrave shared the story of his search through
war-torn Afghanistan for the real and ultimately
surprising source of the Oxus River, through the
notorious and mostly unexplored Wakhan Corridor
to the Pamir Mountains. He wove the explorations
of Lord Curzon and Sir Francis Younghusband,
who made the Wakhan Corridor the single most
celebrated incident of the Great Game, into his
own explorations, while describing the beauty of
the Wakhan and the proud self-sufficiency of its

nomadic people.

14 March 2012
Professor Edward
Larson

The Race to

the Pole: Scott,
Amundsen and

Science

Edward

Larson, the Pulitzer

Professor

Prize-winning

historian, retold the gripping tale of the "race" to the
South Pole in a broad light, presenting Captain Robert
Scott’s expedition primarily as a scientific enterprise,
not a contest. He argued that Scott himself never
saw the push to the Pole as a race, but rather as an
opportunity to conduct quality scientific research,
and his achievement of being the first man to reach
the South Pole unassisted was only a spectacular
sideshow.

15 March 2012

Professor Edward Larson

The Quest for the Magnetic South Pole:
from Sir James Clark Ross to Sir Ernest

Shackleton

In his second lecture, Professor Larson examined the
other polar quest, the quest for the South Magnetic
Pole, led by the Royal Geographical Society, which
was considered during the Victorian era more
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important than the quest for the South Pole itself.
The story culminated with the ultimate success of
Oxford geologist Sir David Edgeworth and Australian
mineralogist Sir Douglas Mawson reaching the South
Magnetic Pole as part of perhaps the greatest of all
Antarctic expeditions, Sir Ernest Shackleton's Nimrod
Expedition of 1906-07.

16 March 2012

Professor Edward Larson

Captain Robert Scott: a Centenary
Celebration of the first Expedition to
Walk to the South Pole

For his third lecture, Professor Larson related the
tradition of British polar trekking, from Captain Sir
John Franklin's research in the Canadian Arctic to its
culmination in Captain Scott's celebrated march to

the South Pole. His tales of Victorian era courage and

tenacity evoked a character espousing the then-ideals
of the Royal Geographical Society and its longtime
president, Sir Clements Markham, who personally
picked Captain Scott for the task and set his sights
on the South Pole, while requiring large amounts of

scientific research to be achieved on the way.

21 March 2012
Tim Flannery
Here on Earth

In a thought-provoking
lecture, acclaimed
scientist and explorer Tim
Flannery outlined his twin
biographies of planet Earth
and the human species.
He argued that humanity
stands at a crossroads, and
our reaction to current
environmental threats will
decide whether or not

mankind will enjoy a sustainable future.

31 March 2012
Michael Kobold

Everest with Fiennes

Michael Kobold, the climbing partner of Sir
Ranulph Fiennes on their successful ascent of Mt.
Everest in 2009,
spoke not only of
his expeditions
with Sir Ranulph,
including their
Everest ascent,
but also of his
adventures in
business, founding
and developing
his eponymous
extreme
expedition watch-

making company.



IWORLD NEWS

EVEREST'S GLACIERS

Approaching the Diamond Jubilee of the first ascent
of Mount Everest, it is timely that a new study, led
by a scientist at the University of Milan, has revealed
that the world’s highest peak is suffering from an
accelerated rate of melting snow and ice. The research
indicates that glaciers have shrunk by 13 percent in
the last 50 years, leading to questions about the
potential downstream impact on water supply for

agriculture, drinking and power production.

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
The International Day for Biological Diversity was
established by the United Nations in 1993 as an annual
celebration intended to raise awareness of biodiversity
and conservation efforts happening in May each year.
Here in Asia, this has led to a focus on some of
the issues faced in Indonesia, one of the richest
biodiversity locations in the world. Indonesia

continues to lose plant and animal species at an

alarming rate due to deforestation and industrial
development. Its coral reefs in West Papua, considered
amongst the world’s most threatened biodiversity
hotspots, are under threat from overfishing, pollution

and climate change.

Internationally, a major focus point of the day was
the diminishing availability of freshwater around
the world, and the threat posed to biodiversity by
mankind’s increasing thirst for this precious resource.

EARTH SUMMIT

A brief mention should be made about the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
("Rio +20 Earth Summit"), which took place in June
2012.This once-a-decade mega conference involving
more than 45,000 people was widely criticised for
the vagueness of its final output: a non-binding
document that lacks firm commitments on targets.
Once again, the summit highlighted the difficulty
in uniting nations with varying national interests,
particularly the largest emitters of all, the United
States and China.
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I HONG KONG NEWS

SHARK

A staggering 73 million sharks are killed each year
and one third of sharks species is threatened or near
threatened with extinction according to the [UCN
Red List. Some 50 percent of the global shark fin
trade passes through Hong Kong in a lucrative trade
estimated in value from US$540 million to US$1.2
billion. Hong Kong is beginning to take action and
in 2012, WWF and the HK Shark Foundation signed
up more than 110 companies and industry groups in
Hong Kong to a pledge not to serve shark fin soup or
consume other shark products in the course of official
business. Many others companies have privately

committed to follow the boycott.

FIN

sour

HONG KONG WASTE

With a population of more than 7 million, Hong Kong
currently sends 1.27 kg (2.8 pounds) per person per
day to three huge outdoor landfill sites which are
set to reach capacity by 2020. Hong Kong's genera-
tion of waste per person is higher than other large
Asian cities, including metro Tokyo and Seoul which
generate only 0.77 kg and 0.95 kg respectively of
daily waste per person. In total, Hong Kong gener-
ates around 6.4 million tonnes of waste each year or
14,000 tonnes a day from households, business and



I HONG KONG NEWS

construction. In May 2013, the HKSAR Government
issued a waste management blueprint dealing with
waste for the next 10 years which includes plans for
separating domestic waste, re-use and recycling, as
well as plans for organic waste treatment plants for
processing food waste. It also includes levying duties
on household rubbish and improving waste-related
infrastructure. Currently, 52 percent of waste is put

into landfills while 48 percent is recycled.

COASTAL POLLUTION

Pollution in Guangdong’s coastal waters continued to
deteriorate in 2012, mainly in the Pearl River Delta
which affects offshore water quality in Hong Kong,
according to Guangdong’s "Oceanic Environment
Report 2012". About 6.5 percent of the province’s
offshore water was rated "poorer than category four",
the most polluted level, with inorganic nitrogen
and active phosphate being the main pollutants. In
addition, there had been an increase in red tides,
mainly spotted in the waters of the Pearl River, Daya
Bay, Mirs Bay in Hong Kong and waters around
Zhanjiang. Worryingly, the problem of pollutants

being dumped into the ocean is not being contained
and poses a serious threat to marine life. Professor
Ho Kin-chung, Dean of the School of Science and
Technology at the Open University of Hong Kong,
said offshore water quality in Hong Kong'’s western
and southern waters has worsened due to the

consistently high pollution found in the Pearl River.
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RECENT AWARDS

The Royal Geographical Society — Hong Kong gives
a number of scholarships during the course of each

year. We are delighted to list awards made in 2012:

Principal doctorial award for advanced research:

Miss Haiyan Yu

University of Oxford

"Integrated water resources management, gender
mainstreaming and water security in rural villages of

arid and semi-arid Northwestern China"

Undergraduate or masters' degree dissertation
awards for Hong Kong universities:

Miss Kathleen Ho
"Gold Environmental Awards and Reports in Hong

Kong: Going for Green or Going after Gold?"

Miss Lai Kwan Wing:
"To Evaluate the Effectiveness of 'Green Estates' in
Hong Kong: A Case Study of Shek Kip Mei Estate"

Mr Wong Shu Kwan
"Eutrophication Dynamics in Tolo Harbour: A

Nutrient Enrichment Analysis"

Mr Chan Kin Ho
"Evaluation of the Value-Action Gap of Conducting
Light Pollution Control from the Perspective of

PUBLICATIONS

Business Operators"

The Royal Geographical Society produces a wide
variety of publications, covering many aspects
of its activities, from research and education to
expeditions and the collections. These include
three learned journals, The Geographical Journal,
which has been published since 1831 and is the
Society’s journal of record, Transactions of the
Institue of British Geographers, which leads
the citation index for all social science journals
worldwide and Area. Further details of these
journals may be obtained from the office or from

www.rgs.org/OurWork/Publications/Publications.
htm.

The Society’s most popular publication is the
colourful monthly magazine Geographical, which
features topical issues and exciting accounts from
far-flung locations. This lively magazine presents
geography in its broadest sense, with exciting and
beautifully illustrated articles on people, places,
adventure, travel, history, technology, science and
environmental issues. Members are encouraged to
subscribe to Geographical and further information
or subscriptions may be arranged by contacting the

office or www.geographical.co.uk.
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